
Will Mackey 
Day 1 

The Letter from James 
(An Introduction) 

 
Before we begin our study of James, I want to take a moment to thank 

you for entering this study with me.  Every day I will be imagining that you 
and I are sitting down together at a table with a cup of coffee and our study 

Bibles and spending 15-20 minutes together interacting with God’s Word.  I 
believe God will meet with us and teach us much about Himself and how we 

are to live in service to Him.   
 

In our devotional time we will use a simple format made up of 3 
questions: WHAT DOES IT SAY?  WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  WHAT DO I DO WITH 

IT?  This format will keep us focused, consistent, and will help us go deep 
throughout the entire letter.  Are you ready?  Let’s begin…. 

  
Verse 1 – “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes 

scattered among the nations: Greetings.”   
 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 

This first verse is simply telling us WHO wrote this letter and TO WHOM it 
was written.  This letter is from James and was written to the twelve tribes. 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 Who is “James”?  Most scholars believe that this is the James who was the 

half brother of Jesus (Galatians 1:19, Matthew 13:55).  It is interesting to note 

that his family did not always believe in Him or understand why He came into 
the world (Mark 3:21).  It appears that not until after Jesus died and rose 

again did James become a believer.  In the Book of Acts we find Jesus’ mother 
and his brothers banded together with the small group of Christians (Acts 

1:14) right after his death and resurrection.  Over time, James became the 
leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17, 15: 13-20, 21:18-19).  

 
 “…a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ”.   Notice how James 

describes his relationship with the Father and Son.  The word “servant” is the 
word for slave.  It implies humility, obedience, and absolute loyalty to the 

Father and Son.   It is the word used to say that one person is completely the 

property of another person. 
 

 “…the 12 tribes scattered among the nations”?  This was a very 
common description for people of Jewish heritage who lived outside the area of 

Palestine.  As the leader of the Jewish Christian church in Jerusalem, James 
was writing to Jewish Christians who did not live in Jerusalem and the 

surrounding area.  They probably lived in Syria or Babylon. They were 
scattered out in other nations.  



James felt spiritually responsible for them and was led of the Lord to 

write them a letter to be read in their churches that would give them Godly 
instruction and encouragement. 

 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
 Verse one gives us a couple of practical insights.   

 
1.  We can approach the study of this letter with great confidence.  It was 

divinely inspired and written by the brother of our Lord and a leader of the 
early church.  He was completely dedicated to our Lord and His purposes.  

The early church had great confidence in James’ character and leadership.   
So can we.  So…read, study, and apply this Truth with confidence that 

James had heard from the Lord. 
 

2.  James’ description of himself demonstrates to us a level of closeness and 

dedication to our Lord that we are compelled to pursue as well.  James calls 
himself a slave of the Father and Son.  This means that he had yielded to 

the Father/Son his life (body, mind, and spirit), his possessions, his needs, 
and his future hopes and dreams.  He finds in the Lord everything he has 

ever wanted in life and enjoys perfect fulfillment and peace.  He humbled 
himself and pledged to God complete loyalty and obedience 

 
Can you say, “I am the Lord’s servant”?  Have you humbled yourself before 

Him?  Have you come to a place in your Christian walk where you have 
completely yielded your life to the Lord?...given Him full control of your 

body and how it is used?...your mind and how it is used?...your spirit and 
what it is given to?...your possessions and how they are used?  Have you 

trusted God with your needs?...your future hopes and dreams?   
 

This concept simplifies life a little, doesn’t it?  Imagine a life where the 

pressure is not on you to produce stuff.  It is not up to you whether you do 
this or that or go here or go there.  It is not up to you where you work or 

where you live or who you know.  All of those things are decided by the One 
you love and serve; your Master Jesus Christ.  Your purpose is not to 

succeed in life but to succeed in a relationship – with the Lord.   
 

What if the outcome of your life is not based upon how smart you are, how 
well you can manipulate the system, who you know, or how talented you 

are at this or that.  Imagine a life where you simply love the Lord, 
fellowship with Him, and do what He says.  Check out Matthew 11: 28-30.  

It makes more sense now.  We are weary and burdened because we have 
all this stress to succeed and produce.  But the slave takes on the yoke 

(control) of a gentle and humble Master, and life gets simpler, easier, and 
less stressed.  Maybe this is something you should talk with God about 

today!  

 
Pastor Will   



Will Mackey 
Day 2 

The Letter from James 
 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 

Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and  
complete, not lacking anything.” (1:2-4) 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Sometimes when I’m trying to get at what a passage says, it helps when 
I outline it.  It helps me see how the sentences are related.  Let’s try it on 

these verses. 
 

I.  Consider it pure joy when you face many kinds of trials.  (Why?) 
 A.  Because you know something.  (What do you know?) 

• That you are being tested 
• That the testing of your faith develops perseverance 

• That perseverance helps you mature, be complete and not lack 
anything in your life. 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,” - 
This first statement is a command.  James says that when we face trials in life 

we are to look at this experience with full joy.  What did he say?  Let’s run by 
that again.  “James says that when we face trials in life we are to look at this 
experience with full joy.”  Let’s admit it...if we looked at this idea through 
purely human eyes…well…it sounds crazy, doesn’t it?  People usually 

experience frustration, impatience, anger, depression, and anxiety when they 
face life’s trials but God says, as His people, we are to experience joy during 

these times.   

 
The word “joy” means cheerfulness, delight, and gladness.  God says that 

when we face difficulties we can actually maintain a frame of mind that feels 
good about the difficulty…that we can go through tough times and still be “up” 

emotionally speaking…that we can have it hard and at the same time be 
pleasant to be around. ☺  This sounds almost impossible, doesn’t it?  How on 

earth can we live this way? 
 

 “…because you know…” - The answer is found in these next three words.  As 

followers of Christ we have knowledge of something that has the potential to 
change our attitude toward trials.  It has the ability to cause us to look at a 

painful, annoying, or frustrating situation differently than others do.  What is it 
that we know? 

 



 “that the testing of your faith…” – We understand that when we face trials, 

God has allowed that trial to touch our lives.  And if God has allowed that trial 
to touch our lives, then He is using it to test our faith.  This idea of “testing” 
isn’t like taking a test but more like a situation that causes my faith to work, to 
strain, to stretch, and to endure until the situation is over.   
 
It’s like training a muscle.  To cause a muscle to grow and become stronger 

you must put it to work, straining it, causing it to produce under difficult 
conditions.  The outcome is a larger and stronger muscle.  So it is with faith.  

The testing (working under difficult conditions) of our faith produces 

something. 
 

 “the testing of your faith develops perseverance…” – Perseverance means 

having the inner capacity and strength to endure any obstacle and to be able 

to persist until the obstacle is conquered.  What a character quality!!!  To be 
able to do good no matter what.  The strength to stay focused on God’s 

purposes no matter how difficult the situation is.  To have a heart that, instead 
of getting angry at God for the hard road put before it, has the heart and 

conviction to bring God honor and glory.  It is a faith that holds its focus on 

God’s will instead of looking out for its own interests. 
 

“Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.” -  James says that when we live life with this spiritual quality 

of perseverance, three things happen to us.  First, we begin to mature.  It 

literally means we begin to function as we were created to do.  Second, we are 
made complete.  This does not mean we are flawless.  It means to be “sound 

in every part and intact”.  It means that God is continually removing the 
blemishes and weakness of our character so that we are “entire” in our 

devotion to Him.  And third, we do not lack anything.  This means that when 
we live day in and day out with this spiritual quality of perseverance God will 

supply everything we need to serve Him.  Nothing will be withheld that enables 
us to serve him faithfully.  James gives an example of this provision in the next 

passage when he teaches about wisdom.  We’ll look at that tomorrow. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  The next time you face a trial (broken car, health issues, disappointing 

relationship, job loss, sparse finances, etc.), you are commanded by God to 
rest in His Sovereignty, and remember/celebrate the Truth that no 

experience is wasted by God.   
 

If you will choose to remember that God is purposely allowing this event in 
your life in order to develop in you mature and complete faith, it will bring a 

sense of overwhelming joy to your life.  You will learn to not internally 
wrestle with God when hard times come.  You will learn to enjoy and benefit 

from everything God…in His Wisdom, allows in your life.      
 



Perhaps you are resisting Him because of a trial you are facing right now?  

Maybe because of a “trial” you are spending your days feeling frustration, 
impatience, anger, depression, and anxiety.  This is an unpleasant way to 

live, isn’t it?  How can you change it? 
 

You can change your attitude and frame of mind by walking in the light of 
today’s truth.  Remember and believe these things: 

• Your Lord loves you more than you can comprehend. 
• He cares more for your faith and character than He does for your 

comfort. 
• If you are His…He has allowed this “trial” to come into your life. 

• His motive for allowing this “trial” into your life is for your good…your 
growth…your wholeness. 

• If you know this…believe this…concentrate on this…even remind the 
enemy of this when he comes tempting, joy will begin to replace the 

frustration, replace the impatience, replace the anger…the depression, 

and replace the anxiety. 
• Don’t fight the “trial”.  Submit to God in the trial.  Call out to Him day 

and night.  Ask Him for understanding…for growth…for maturity 
 

Why don’t you talk with Him about that right now?  ☺. 
 

Pastor Will  
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Day 3 

The Letter from James 
 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all  
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. (1:5) 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s outline this verse. 
 

I.  If we don’t understand something and need wisdom,  
 A.  We should ask God. 

  1.  Who gives generously 

  2.  Who gives to everyone 
  3.  Who gives and won’t find fault 

 B.  God will give wisdom to those who ask. 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 This verse is a spiritual “promise” from God.  Let’s look at it phrase by 
phrase: 

  
“If any of you lacks wisdom…”  The word wisdom refers to “understanding 

life’s issues and the ability to make wise choices”.  It doesn’t refer to the 

accumulation of trivia type knowledge.  It refers to the knowledge of the 
realities of life, of how life works, of God’s laws and principles and how to live 

according to them.  You might enjoy reading Proverbs, chapters 2-4 which lists 
the benefits of obtaining wisdom.  

 
 Which one of us doesn’t lack wisdom about something?  Each of us can 

find ourselves in this verse.  When we come to those times in our lives when 
we are not sure how to proceed, not sure what to do, or how to think about a 

certain something, we have a promise from God.  We are not stuck in our state 
of not knowing.  There is a way we can know and understand what to think 

and what to do.  Isn’t that great news?  What is that way? 

 
 “…he should ask God…”  So simple, so powerful and yet so ignored.  Often 

we ask everyone but God.  We seek advice from our list of friends.  We 
sometimes ask people we don’t even know very well.  We seek understanding 

from other books but not God’s book.  We seek understanding from worldly 
logic but not from God’s thoughts.  We seek to understand by examining our 

own experiences but not from God’s ageless wisdom.  James will say to us in 
chapter four “…you do not have because you do not ask God.”  How true! 

 

 OK…if we ask God what will be His reaction to us?  “…who gives generously 
to all without finding fault…”  Notice God’s response to those who ask of Him.  He 

gives generously.  He gives without holding back.  He gives more than we 



could think to ask for.  He is generous in his answers to our prayer.  He gives 

to all.  He is no respecter of persons.  He will give to the young and the old.  
He gives to women, men, girls, and boys.  He gives to everyone who asks in 

sincerity and faith.  He gives without finding fault.  This means He doesn’t give 
us a hard time for not knowing things.  He won’t say to us, “Why are you 

asking me this?  You should know this.”  or “I’ve been trying to teach you this 
for years.  It is about time you finally got around to asking”.   

 
 He is pleased when we seek Him.  He loves it when we seek to 

understand how life works from Him.  He enjoys it when we admit we don’t 
know it all and when we commit to pursue wisdom by sitting at His feet, 

listening to His Words and learning from His Heart. 
 

 “…it will be given to him.”  Here is the end of the promise.  Look again at 

the meat of the text: If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God…and it will 
be given to him.  Wow!  What a promise.   

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Are there areas of your life in which you are living without answers?  Are 

there areas of your life in which you need wisdom?...in which you need 
knowledge of how some part of life should work?...in which you need an 

understanding of what God thinks or what God wants to do in a given 
situation?  

 

 Maybe you have a teenager at home and you just don’t know how to 
reach him/her anymore.  Maybe you are having trouble with a co-worker at the 

office and things are getting tense.  Maybe your marriage isn’t what you hoped 
it would be and the enemy is tempting you to do something wrong…to get 

satisfaction with inappropriate means.  What are you going to do?  Where will 
you get answers?   

  
 What have you tried so far?  Did you ask a bunch of your friends or even 

some people you don’t know very well?  Have you dropped some money into 
the local book store lately?  Have you really talked to Jesus about it?  Have 

you, in a spirit of worship and thanksgiving, come to Him, bringing your 
request for wisdom to Him.  Have you explained your circumstance to Him?  

Have you told Him what you want….what you need?  Did you explain to Him 
why you need it and what you will do with it when He gives it?  Have you 

shared with Him how badly you want it? 

 
 He has promised to give wisdom, if you ask with sincerity and faith.  Are 

you ready to listen to Him?  Asking Him does imply that you will listen for His 
answer.  After all, it would be rude to ask someone a question and then ignore 

him when he attempts to answer that question.  If you want an answer from 
Him, it might require that you better position yourself to be able to hear Him.   

 



It might take some effort on your part to learn the wisdom He wants to 

give.  It might require additional praying.  It may mean spending more time in 
worship before Him.  It might require more searching in the Scriptures.  He 

might give it gradually.  He might give it instantaneously.  He might (after 
you’ve asked Him) use a friend or someone you don’t even know, or maybe 

your Pastor ☺.  He might use an author.  Who knows how He will answer.  But 
according to His Word, we know He will answer!  Live today in that assurance.   

 
He is waiting to hear from you.  Why don’t you talk to Him right now?  

And then…get ready!  He promises to give you wisdom generously. 
 

Pastor Will 
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Day 4 

 
Good morning!  Whether you are reading this in the morning, afternoon, 

or evening…I hope you have felt God’s love and presence today.  Before we 
tackle another passage today, let’s do a quick review.  Our verses today are 

still in the context of James’ teaching regarding how believers face the trials of 
life.  Remember he has shown us: 

• We can experience joy while we experience hardship. 

• The secret to joy is in what we know.   
1. We know that no experience is wasted by God.   

2. We know when we, as his servants, experience hardship it is 
because He has allowed it to touch our lives.   

3. We know hardships cause our faith to work overtime.  The working 
(testing) of our faith develops perseverance which develops 

maturity, completeness, and a life that doesn’t lack anything.   
4. We know the ability to see our lives in this light in the midst of 

suffering, is because of God’s wisdom (seeing life as it really is) 
given to us. 

5. We know we are promised this wisdom if we ask for it.  Today’s 
study deals with “how” we are to ask for it. 

 
 

The Letter from James 
 

“But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive 
anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”  (1:6-8) 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
Let’s outline the passage. 

I.  When a person asks God for wisdom (or anything for that matter), he 

must: 
  A.  Believe 

  B.  Not doubt (Why not?) 
• He who doubts is blown and tossed around 

• He won’t receive anything from the Lord  
• He is double minded 

• He is unstable in all he does 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt…” – The word believe 

(pistis) is also the word for faith.  It means to be persuaded with conviction, 
assurance, or to rely upon what is believed.  The word for doubt means to 

waver, to be divided.   
 



In other words, the mind that believes is persuaded, has conviction, and 

is ready to rely (live out) on what it believes.  The mind that doubts wavers as 
to whether it is persuaded or whether it has a conviction that something is 

true.  Hebrews 11:6 tells us, “…anyone who comes to God must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Those who believe have a 

conviction that God exists, and He is who He says He is.  We are persuaded 

that God rewards (answers, reaches out to, gives generously to) those who 
earnestly seek Him.  Simply put…asking with this kind of faith will touch God’s 

heart and you will receive from Him. 
 

 “because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  
That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all he does.” – If you’ve ever been in a boat on the water when a 

storm comes up, you’ve experienced the picture James is trying to paint.  The 

person who wavers on whether or not he will believe the Truth is like water 
blown and tossed by wind.  Back and forth, up and down, in and out…  The 

word “unstable” means unsteady, fickle, staggering.  James is saying that the 
person who is wavering on matters of Truth is unstable with spiritual things.  

He goes back and forth on issues.  One moment he is for it, another moment 
he is not so sure any more.  James says that this type of person will not 

receive anything from God.  God will not respond to someone who will not 
believe what He says and will not take Him at His Word.   

 
 The phrase “double-minded” is the word (dipsuchos) which means two-

souls or two minds.  In other words, this person is a walking civil war.  One 
part of him believes and another part doesn’t believe.  He is attracted to 

spiritual things.  He says he believes with his mouth but his actions do not 
back up what he says.  On Monday he is committed to serving God and by 

Wednesday he is not so sure anymore because something happened that 

caused him to doubt.       
 

James will address this issue again in chapter 4 verse 8 and we will cover 
it in detail when we get there.  But for now, I’ll just mention what James says 

we should do about double mindedness.  He says, “…purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.”  To purify something is to clean it until there is one thing left.  

Take for example, gold.  To purify gold means to clean it until there is nothing 

but gold remaining.  To purify the heart means to clean it out until there is 
only a love and trust for God remaining. 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  When we face a tough time we are supposed to ask God for the wisdom to 

see through the emotion of the difficulty and see the reality of what God is 
up to.  Wisdom helps us see the spiritual realm.  This kind of wisdom is not 

automatic.  So if we lack it, God doesn’t automatically give it.  We must ask 
for it.   

 



Are you asking for it?  To not ask is to say to God that you don’t care 

(apathetic) or you don’t need it (arrogance).  I’ve known many Christians 
and even pastors who started strong but after a series of difficult events in 

their lives they withdrew from Christ and disappeared from the Christian 
landscape.  Many kept trying to figure it all out with information from the 

latest Christian best seller or with insight from someone older and wiser.  
There is nothing wrong with reading Christian books and talking with older 

and wiser people.  But those are not the same as sitting at Jesus’ feet and 
asking Him for what you need.   

 
2.  Maybe you are struggling with your faith today or with living a consistent 

spiritual life.  Do you feel excited about God one week and then waver in 
your faith the next week?  Is it hard to keep spiritual commitments (reading 

the Bible, praying, loving people, going to church, staying excited about a 
ministry)?  Does it seem like God doesn’t answer your prayers?  Perhaps it 

is a “double minded” problem.   

 
Maybe you are struggling in your faith because you are not giving your self 

to the study of God’s Word.  The Bible says of itself, “Faith comes by hearing 
(taking in) the Word of God.”  (Romans 10:17)  In other words, studying the 

Bible develops faith in us.   

 
It could be that you are daily bombarded with the world’s philosophy 

(through friends, work, media, etc.) and have very little exposure to God’s 
Truth.  The world’s philosophy begins to win out.  Under these 

circumstances it is easy for our lives to become like the plant Jesus spoke 
about in Matthew 13:7, 22 that was choked by the worries and deceitfulness 

of the world.  This is why a consistent diet of the Bible is crucial.  Without 
the Scriptures none of us could have a strong faith. 

 
Why don’t you try an experiment?  For a few weeks increase your intake of 

God’s Word.  This study in James will help but spend more time in God’s 
Word than you usually do.  Build into your day time to read and 

contemplate God’s Truth.  After just a few weeks, see if your faith is 

different.  See if you have as many doubts or if you are approaching God 
with more confidence.  See if you are more excited about doing God’s will or 

coming to church or if other people’s doubts affect you as much as they 
used to.  Faith comes because of hearing God’s Word.     

 
I’ll be praying for you today as you make and keep your commitment to 

increase your intake of God’s Word. 
 

Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

 
“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.  But the 
one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a 
wild flower.  For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom 

falls and its beauty is destroyed.  In the same way, the rich man will fade  
away even while he goes about his business.  (1:9-11) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s outline our passage for today. 

 
I.  The brother in humble circumstances should take pride in his high 

position. 
 II. The one who is rich should take pride in his low position,  

  A.  He who puts his trust in riches:  
• Will pass away like a wild flower scorched by the sun’s 

heat 
• His blossoms will fall and his beauty will be destroyed 

• He will fade away even while he goes about his 
business   

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 Still in the context of verse 2, today’s verses speak of the Christian who 

is going through a trial.  James pauses here to give an example.  Evidently, in 

the culture of those to whom the letter was originally written, wealth and 
poverty were big issues.  James creates a scenario where by two individuals, 

one poor and one rich, walk through some sort of hardship or trial.  He says, 
“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.” – He is 

referring to a poor Christian.  The poor believer who goes through a hardship 
will learn, among other things, he has spiritual riches in Christ that a hardship 

cannot take away.  He has a high position as a child of God.  The world may 

put him in a low position because of his economic status.  That may even be 
the cause of the trial.  But by going through the hardship with God’s Wisdom, 

the poor Christian sees reality.  He sees he is a child of the King and in fact has 
a very high position (status) because of his relationship to Jesus Christ. 

 
 “But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position” – He is now 

referring to a more economically advantaged Christian.  The rich believer who 
goes through a hardship will learn, among other things, he has spiritual riches 

in Christ that cannot be taken away by going through a difficult time.  For him 

the trial brings a sense of humility.  He is powerless to change his 
circumstances.  The world may put him in a high position of importance 



because of his economic status but by going through the hardship with God’s 

Wisdom, he sees reality.  He sees he is a child of the King, not because of his 
wealth, skill, or influence.  He is a child of the King because God loved him and 

Christ took his place on the Cross.  For him, the trial humbles him (“low 
position”) and he realizes God is responsible for all that he has.  This man should 

be grateful that he learned this lesson because we are told the rich man who 

doesn’t learn it, is in for a bad ending. 
 

“…because he will pass away like a wild flower.  For the sun rises with scorching 
heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed.  In the same 
way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business. – James says 

the rich man who trusts in his own riches will experience a terrible downfall.  

His time in the spotlight will be short lived.  Like the sun’s heat can quickly 
wither a tender plant, so trusting in a person’s own wealth will wither a man.  

His successes will fall and his attractiveness will go away.  His popularity will 
fade away even while he does the very thing that brought him wealth. 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Trials and hardship have a way of leveling the playing field, don’t they?  

You’ve no doubt heard the phrase, “The ground at the foot of the Cross is 
level.”  This means that when we stand before Christ and His sacrifice for 

us, none of us is higher than the other.  We all come to Him as sinners, 

condemned to an eternity without Him.  We can never approach Christ 
based on our own merits.  We can only know God based upon the merits of 

Christ.  James will later say, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up.” (4:10)   

 

2.  Poor and rich people and every one in between will face hardships.  When 
God tests us, the tests bring to each person exactly what he/she needs to 

learn.  The poor man learned a different lesson than the rich man.  God 
brought to each what he needed. 

 
Think about the trial you are facing right now or one you’ve faced recently.  

God allowed it to touch your life.  However, our passage today seems to 
indicate that not only did God allow it, He also designed it specifically for 

you.  God is at work building character and bringing maturity to your faith.  
God knows what type of experience is needed to cause the right type of 

testing of your faith, to bring about the right type of change in you. 
 

If God approaches your growth with this kind of detail shouldn’t you stop 

fighting it?  Instead of resisting, shouldn’t you learn to cooperate and take 
advantage of what He wants to do in you?  If you quit resisting at least two 

things will happen: 
 



• You will begin to spiritually grow by leaps and bounds.  To 

cooperate with the teaching/shaping hand of God is the quickest 
way to grow in Him. 

• The trial will probably be over quicker.  The faster you learn the 
lesson, the quicker the trial is no longer necessary.  

 
May the Lord use this passage today to cause us to cooperate with His 

Spirit.  When you face a trial, don’t panic.  You are not forgotten.  You 
are right in the palm of His hand.  He has allowed it.  It is designed for 

you.   
 

Submit to Him in the trial.  Let Him do His work in you.  You can trust His 
loving heart and His holy hand. 

 
If you are facing a trial today, talk this truth out with Christ.  If you have 

been resisting and fighting Him in the midst of the trial…stop doing it.  

Apologize to the Lord, repent of the attitude and actions that led to the 
resisting.  Reaffirm you love and commitment to Him.  Tell Him again of 

your trust in Him.  Submit to Him…His will…His plan…His purpose for you. 
 

Pastor Will 
     
  



Will Mackey 
Day 6 

 
The Letter from James 

 
”Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he 

will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” (1:12) 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
I. Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial (why?) 

 A. because when he has stood the test 
B. he will receive the crown of life that God promised to those who love 

him 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 ”Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial” – Blessed means to be happy, 

to enjoy.  Perseverance (hupomeno) means to stand under, to remain.  The 

word means to endure successfully your trials in the way that verses 2-4 

suggest.  It does not mean to just get through the trial but to stand under it 
until it is finished.  The person who goes through trials according to God’s will 

is happy and experiences joy.  Why?  James gives two reasons. 
 

  “…because when he has stood the test…” – The first reason to be happy and 

overjoyed is - he has stood the test.  What a sense of accomplishment to know 

you have not wavered but have submitted to the Lord and His leadership even 
in hardship.  You have learned lessons from God in the school of suffering.  

You have obtained wisdom along the way that enabled your endurance.  Your 

faith and character have matured.  You are a better person.  You are a trusted 
person.  You are a person made of high moral fabric and you are strong.  

Knowing this about yourself makes you happy and filled with joy.  While this is 
important the next reason is way better.   

 
 “…he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” 
– The second reason to be happy and overjoyed is - he will (future tense) 

receive the crown of life from God, as promised to those who love Him.  The 
crown (stephanos) of life, literally means the crown that is life, eternal life.  In 

Scripture, the word crown signifies four things. 
• The mark of royalty  

• The mark of victory 
• The mark of celebration 

• The mark of honor 
 

The person who loves God with all his heart, mind, and strength, who 
faithfully keeps loving God through a life time of trials; this person will receive 

the crown of life after he dies.  It reflects royalty because he has proven 



himself a child of the King.  It reflects victory because he has victory over sin, 

death, and the devil.  It reflects celebration because he has finished the race 
set before him.  It reflects honor because it is given to him by the most 

Honorable One for a life well lived. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Verse 12 is a word of encouragement.  It is meant to spur us on and 

persuade us to not give up.  Perhaps you are in the midst of a trial.  Your 

faith is working overtime.  You are weary and feeling low.  Maybe the 
enemy is trying to discourage you by suggesting you give up…throw in the 

towel.  Or maybe he is lying to you by saying, “God is not loving and 
faithful…especially to you.” 

 
But here comes the spiritual cavalry…the Truth to the rescue!  We are 

reminded there are benefits to being faithful…to obeying to the end.  Things 

will happen to us that would not happen if we were not faithful.  And those 
benefits are given both now and later.  They are true happiness/fulfillment 

now and the crown of life later. 
 

I don’t know about you but I’m motivated.  There is no way I want to miss 
out on those.  How about you?   

 
Please don’t give up.  It will be worth it.  Let God do in you what He wants 

to do.  Don’t fight it…surrender to Him in it.  The good that will come 
because of it is far greater than the discomfort it causes.  Paul says it this 

way, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us.”  (Romans 8:18)  

 

Fix your mind on that truth.  Refuse to let it go.  Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippians encourages us to do this…”Finally brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy-think about such things.”  (Phil. 4:8) 

 
I’m praying for you today ☺.    

 
                  Pastor Will



Will Mackey 
Day 7 

 
The Letter from James 

 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn 

away by his own desires and enticed.  Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.  (1:13-15) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? (Part 1) 
 Good Morning!  I hope your day has gotten off to a great start!  Grab a 
cup of coffee (or whatever you drink in the morning) and let’s work on the next 

passage.  It will take us a few days to get through this one ☺.   

 
When our faith is tested by trials we can also be tempted to doubt God’s 

Truth and when that happens, it will certainly lead to sin (see Genesis 3:1-7).  
James helps us understand these temptations properly.  Let’s look at verse 13 

today.   
 

I.  When tempted to sin: 
 A.  Don’t say God is tempting you (why?) 

1. because God cannot be tempted by evil 
2. because God does not tempt anyone to do evil 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (Part 1) 

 James wants to get something straight right up front.  “Let no one say when 
he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’…” – It has always been man’s tendency to 

blame others for his wrong doing.  You remember in the Garden of Eden when 

Adam sinned he blamed Eve.  When God confronted Eve she blamed the 
serpent. (Genesis 3:12-13) 

 
 Our fallen nature doesn’t want to take responsibility for the wrong we’ve 

done so we conveniently blame others or our circumstances.  Believe it or 
not…some even try to blame God.  That argument could sound like this: “If 
God is Sovereign and controls everything then it must be His will that I’ve 
sinned.” Of course the problem with that statement is that it represents an 

unbiblical understanding of God’s Sovereignty.  For example, we see in Genesis 

3:3 “…but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  This verse clearly lays out God’s 

Sovereign will.  He forbid them to eat from that tree or even touch it.   

 
However, in Genesis 3:6 we read, “When the woman saw that the fruit of the 

tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”  Adam 



and Eve did what God said not to do.  God’s will was not done.  The sad truth 

is God doesn’t always get His will done on the earth.    
 

But isn’t He Sovereign over everything?  Absolutely Yes!!!  He is so 
Sovereign that He made the choice to give mankind free will and with it the 

ability to say no to Him.  This is possible only because He allows it to be so.  In 
a sense, He limited His direct control over the things of earth.  When He 

created mankind and told them to rule over everything on the earth (Genesis 
1:26-28), He gave them the ability to influence the earth…good or bad.  If man 

chooses to disobey God’s Truth, then what he influences will not turn out the 
way God wants it to.  God isn’t responsible for our sin.  Sin comes out of our 

own inward desires. 
 

     “…for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone.” – God 

may permit trials to make us strong but He never entices us to do evil.  God is 
a holy God; His whole plan of redemption was designed to destroy sin.  

Because of His very nature God cannot be tempted by evil (of course when 
God’s Son became human he was tempted – Matthew 4:1-11).  So to 

encourage members of His creation (who were created in His image) to sin it 
would be a violation of the purpose for which he gave His only Son. 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? (Part 1) 

1.  God is not affected by evil. This is very important to understand.  He lives 
and loves above the realm that evil infects.  This means He doesn’t have 

weaknesses… He doesn’t have His own issues to deal with…He isn’t busy 
with His own problems…He doesn’t have bad days.  He relates to you and I 

consistently in pure love, untouched by evil.  He is going to treat you the 
same today as He did yesterday and the same as He will treat you next 

week. 
 

Because God is holy and treats us with consistency, you can learn His 
nature and learn how to live in harmony with it.  A trusting type of 

cooperation rather than strife can become characteristic of your walk with 
Him.  He can be completely trusted.  His thoughts of you are from a Holy 

Mind.  His motives for you are pure, untouched by evil.  His actions are 
good, helpful, and designed to build you up.  A life with Him that is filled 

with joy and peace is actually possible. 

 
Would you say each line in the last two paragraphs back to God in prayer 

this morning?  Acknowledge to Him that these are true.  Turn these 
thoughts into a prayer to Him.  Tell Him that this is the way you want to 

live.  
 

Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
Day 8 

 
The Letter from James 

 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn 

away by his own desires and enticed.  Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.  (1:13-15) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? (Part 2) 
 When our faith is tested by trials we can also be tempted to doubt God’s 

Truth… and to sin.  James is helping us understand these temptations properly.  
Let’s outline and look at verse 14 today.   

 
B.  Temptation happens when: 

1.  We are drawn away 
2.  It connects with our own desires 

3.  It entices us 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (Part 2) 
 When the tempter comes and begins to work on us to doubt God and 

disobey His Truths, what does that temptation look like on the inside of us? We 
usually think of temptation to sin as a single event.  James describes it as a 

spiritual process as he shows us the anatomy of a temptation. 
 

 . “…But each one is tempted when he is drawn away…” – Temptation officially 

becomes a temptation when you are drawn away.  This phrase is “exelko” 
which means to drag or lure in a direction.  It means to lure our attention or 

focus from one thing to another.  Imagine you are sitting in a classroom at 
school with other people in the room.  You are looking at the teacher and 

listening to what she is saying.  All of a sudden the student beside you drops 
his book on the floor and it makes a loud noise.  If you are like most of us you 

will turn your head and look to see where the noise came from.  In that 
moment your attention was drawn away from the teacher to the noise.   

 
 Temptation begins by drawing our attention away from what we should 

be thinking or doing to something we shouldn’t be thinking or doing.  The way 

to victory then is found in keeping yourself from being drawn away.  One way 
is to work at keeping your eyes, ears, and mind focused on what is good and 

away from what is wrong.  This will certainly decrease your chances of being 
drawn away.   

 



This is why it is very important that we use wisdom in choosing what we 

allow our attention to be drawn toward.  If we are not careful, things such as 
the television, movies, magazines, and the internet can give the enemy ample 

opportunity to draw our attention away to unholy things and eventually 
causing us to sin.  We live in a fallen world.  Paul said that Satan is the god of 

this age (2 Cor. 4:4).  This means that the world listens to him and does what 
he wants.  In our culture, he has full use of the many avenues of media in 

which to convey his evil thoughts and plans. 

 
“…by his own desires…” – Desires is the word “epithumia”.  It is a neutral 

term, not referring to evil or good desires.  James is saying that our own 

natural desires (appetites) are a starting place for temptation.  Remember that 

we have a fallen nature that is bent toward doing wrong.  The natural appetites 
we have are good within themselves.  It is when we attempt to fulfill the desire 

outside of the boundaries God has given us (for our own protection) that sin 
occurs. 

 
For example our sexual desires are good and a gift from God.  Satan 

wants us to disobey God and destroy sexual purity.  To accomplish this he will 
attempt to draw us away using something that will touch our natural sexual 

desire.  He doesn’t create a desire in us as much as he utilizes a desire that is 
already there.   

 
 “…and enticed.” – The word entice is the word “delehadzo” which means to 

entrap, delude, or allure.  This is the attempt of the enemy to actually 

persuade us to fulfill that desire outside of the perimeter God has given us.  
This will certainly include engaging our emotions, convincing our intellect, and 

persuading our will.  He will use whatever means possible to convince us to 
leave the protective boundary of God’s leadership and experience the 

fulfillment of this desire.  Remember Jesus called the devil the “father of lies” 
(John 8:44).   

 
Imagine you are fishing.  You have a pole, line, hook, and a live worm.  

Your goal is to get the fish to bite the worm (and the hook) so you can pull it 

out of its world into yours in order to eat it.  You put the bait on the hook and 
put it into the water.  When you cast it into the water you hope to draw the 

attention of the fish away from whatever else the fish is doing at the moment.  
The worm is directed at the natural desire (hunger) of the fish.  You use a live 

worm because you want that worm to move in the water.  Through its wiggle it 
entices the fish to throw caution to the wind and take a chance on dinner.  This 

is a picture of what the devil attempts to do to us. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  The act of sinning is not a solitary event.  It is the result of a process that 

has been worked out on you.  If you sin, you must understand that you 

have been plotted against.  There was a scheme whereby you have been 
scammed.  There was a strategy developed with the sole purpose of taking 



you down.  This truth should make you angry at the devil.  It should make 

you distrust what he says and motivate you to never take the bait.  It 
should teach you that there is always a hook inside the bait. 

 
2.  Understanding the anatomy of a temptation should make you wiser.  You 

should be able to better recognize his activity before you get close to 
sinning.  You should be able to spot the enemy at his “drawn away” 

attempt.  Call out to God for help.  Phone a friend.  This is the best point on 
which to resist him by turning your attention back on what is true, noble, 

right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy. (Philippians 4: 
7-9). 

 
Guard your natural appetites.  The Scripture says that our nature is fallen 

and corrupt.  We come into the world leaning toward the wrong.  Don’t give 
yourself to things that glorify sin and the fulfilling of your desires outside of 

God’s protection.  Call out to God for help.  Keep your desires disciplined.  

Be accountable to a friend in these matters. 
 

If your temptation gets to the “enticed” stage remind yourself of the hook.  
No matter how much the worm wiggles remember that just beyond it is the 

hook.  Its sole design is to grab you and keep you from escaping.  It is the 
device that takes you out of your world and into the devil’s where he will try 

to destroy you.  Remind yourself of God’s Truth.  Remind yourself of the 
devil’s motives.  Call out to God for help.  Phone a friend to hold you 

accountable.  
 

Sin is never OK.  As we will see tomorrow, when sin is embraced it always 
brings with it death and destruction.  May God help us to put this Truth into 

action today.         
 

Pastor Will 
  
 

    



Will Mackey 
Day 9 

 
The Letter from James 

 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn 

away by his own desires and enticed.  Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.  (1:13-15) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? (Part 3) 
 When our faith is tested by trials we can also be tempted to doubt God’s 

Truth and to sin.  James is helping us understand these temptations properly.  
Let’s outline and look at verse 15 today.   

 
C.  Sin happens when: 

1.  The temptation creates a desire in us to do the sin 
 

D.  Spiritual death happens when: 

1.  Sin is full grown 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  (Part 3) 

 When does sin actually become a sin?  James gives us insight at this 

point.  “…Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin…”  - When a desire begins 

inside of us to do the wrong thing, this is when sin is born.  Here is how the 
devil maps out the process: Drawn away  +  touching on a natural desire  +  enticing  =  
creating a new desire in us to do what God says not to.   
 

Sin is not in being drawn away nor in having a thought touch your 

natural desire nor in being enticed.  Sin comes only when you and I allow 
those three to develop in us a desire to do what God says not to do or to not 

do what God says to do.  Sin begins within us before it shows itself on the 
outside.  Jesus taught us this Truth in Matthew 5:27-28.  

 
 “…and sin, when it is full grown,…” – Notice the nature of sin…it grows.  It 

begins small…perhaps unnoticed…but it grows.  It gets bigger, influencing 

more of the area that birthed it and then spreads to other areas. 
 

“…brings forth death.” – Notice the power of sin…it kills.  Sin brings death to 

whatever it inhabits.  This certainly could mean eternal death.  A life 
committed to disobedience and living the opposite of what God commands will 

not fare well in eternity.  But James is not talking only about the end of a 
person’s life.  He is also talking about the here and now.  When sin has begun 

and when it is allowed to grow, by its very nature, it will bring death (the 
opposite of life) to that area of life.  For example, if sin is allowed to exist in a 



relationship then the life that relationship had will begin to slowly die off.  Sin 

cannot produce life.  It completely lacks the ability to produce the opposite of 
what it is. 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT?  (Part 3) 
1.  James helps us fight off “false guilt” because he teaches us when sin 

begins.  Being tempted is not a sin.  Too often people feel guilty because 
they are tempted.  Because of this “false guilt” they don’t share with their 

brothers or sisters in Christ when they are under the enemy’s attack.  They 
allow the enemy to isolate them and keep them from a wonderful system of 

support and encouragement.  Temptation is a part of every Christian’s life.  
Being tempted is not wrong.  No guilt should be associated with it.             

 
2.  James helps us understand the nature and power of sin.  Sin grows and 

kills.  This knowledge should motivate us to stay as far away from willful 

disobedience as possible.  Perhaps you are facing some temptation lately.  
The enemy has drawn your attention away, touched a natural desire, and is 

enticing you.  What are you going to do?  Are you going to resist?...or give 
in?  Do you fight?...or indulge yourself?  

 
Knowing what you now know, how could you give in?  Knowing that a loving 

Father has provided a way for you to resist, how can you not resist?  
Knowing that sin grows and kills whatever it touches, how can you indulge?  

The cost of giving in is too high…too risky.  Absolutely nothing good can 
come from it.  I promise you the brief moment of pleasure you may have 

when you indulge yourself will pale in comparison to the overwhelming 
misery that accompanies sin. 

 
Remember John’s words to the church, “No one who is borne of God will continue to 
sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of 
God.  This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil 
are...”  (1 John 3:9-10)  

 

Be strong my brothers and sisters!      
 
 

Pastor Will 
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Day 10 

 
The Letter from James 

 
16Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not  
change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the  

word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits  
of all he created. (1:16-18) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 James is finishing up his discourse on trials and temptations.  It will take 
a few days to study this passage.  Let’s outline it.   

 
I.  When dealing with trials and temptations (this is the context) 

 A.  Don’t be deceived  
1. Every good and perfect gift comes from the Father  

2. The Father does not change 
3. The Father gave us birth through the word of truth and we are the 

first-fruits of all He created. 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 James is wrapping up his teaching on the trials and temptations of life.  

He begins his wrap up with a command - “Don’t be deceived…”  With this 

command, James tells us three things. 

• We are responsible to take this serious and be aware of the devil’s 
tactics.  The responsibility is on us to make sure we are not fooled by 

the enemy regarding spiritual things. 

 
• Because we are responsible, God doesn’t excuse sin simply because 

we say, “God, I didn’t mean to.  I was deceived.”  Remember when 
Eve tried those words (Genesis 3:13)?  That excuse didn’t keep her 

out of trouble with God.   
 

• If God commands it and makes us responsible, He will provide all the 
resources we need to obey it.     

 
 
 “Every good and perfect gift is from above coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights…” – James is giving us a little theology lesson.  He wants to make sure 

we understand some big things about God.  He says: 
• Every good and perfect gift we receive is from the Father.  God gives 

good things and those things complete (perfect) us.  I’m reminded of 



what Paul says in Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”     

 
• The Father continuously gives good and perfect gifts.  The phrase 

“coming down” is in the present participle tense which indicates a 

continuous action.  This means that good and perfect gifts keep 
coming down.  He doesn’t give occasionally but constantly.  Our God 

is a God who is good…a God who gives gifts…a God who keeps giving 
these gifts over and over…and a God whose gifts work to bring 

maturity in us.  This is what the God we serve is like! 

 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  On being deceived:  Adam and Eve had all they needed to stand against the 
enemy’s attempt to deceive them.  They had God’s Words and His Fellowship 

as they walked together in the cool of the evening.  When you think about 
it…so do we.  We have access to God’s Word (Bible) and God’s Presence 

(prayer) anytime we want them.  There is no good reason why we should not 
be prepared for whatever the enemy throws at us.  The resources are there.  

Are you using them? 
 

If not, wouldn’t that be a lot like a soldier going to battle but not taking any of 

his weapons?…not wearing any of his armor?...not knowing anything about his 
enemy?...not knowing anything about his battalion’s strategy to win?  This 

person is doomed to fail.  We are in a spiritual battle.  You and I are soldiers 
fighting for Truth and for souls.  The enemy’s attacks are fierce at times.  But 

our Commander has provided all we will ever need to defeat our enemy.  Do 
you continually put yourself in the place to receive His provision? 

 
2.  Are you ever tempted to think that God is holding out on you?  You 

know…maybe He is giving good stuff to others but not to you?  Maybe He is 
not telling you the truth…or at least not the whole truth?  Satan tempted Eve 

with that thought (Genesis 3:5).  Was what he said to her true?  Not on your 
life!   

 
Good things continually come to you from your Heavenly Father.  He meets all 

your needs.  You need nothing else but Him.  He will always make sure you 

have what you need.  He promised this to you (Matthew 6:33).  Our Father 
always does what is best for us.  You don’t have to whine, pout, beg, or 

manipulate to get your fair share.  You don’t have to be the smartest or the 
best to get what you should have.  Your Father will give you what you need 

just because you belong to Him. 
 

Can you rest in that promise today?  Can you lay down the pressure and the 
stress to produce fulfillment for yourself?  Would you take Him at His Word 

today?   Would you thank Him right now for this great Truth? 
 

Pastor Will 
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Day 11 

 
The Letter from James 

 
16Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change  
like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the  

word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits  
of all he created. (1:16-18) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Remember, James is finishing up his discourse on trials and temptations.  
Here is the outline again.     

 
I.  When dealing with trials and temptations (the context) 

 A.  Don’t be deceived (we looked at this yesterday)  
1. Every good and perfect gift comes from the Father (we looked 

at this yesterday)  
2. The Father does not change 

3. He gave us birth through the word of truth and we are the 
first-   fruits of all he created. 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 “…who does not change like shifting shadows.” – What a concept!  God does not 

change.  God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  He will not say 

something and then change his mind.  He doesn’t start out nice and then 
suddenly turn mean.  He is always holy.  His personality doesn’t have flaws 

and a need to improve.  He is already perfect.  The Scriptures tell us three 

things about God that do not change: 
 

• God’s character never changes.  “…day and night they never stop saying, 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’” 
(Rev. 4:8)  “I the Lord do not change.” (Malachi 3:6) 

 

• God’s love never changes.  “I have loved you with an everlasting love...”  
(Jeremiah 31:3-4) 

 

• God’s word never changes.  “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 
word of our God stands forever.”  (Isaiah 40:8) 

 

 
“He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of 

firstfruits of all he created.” – James is encouraging his readers.  He wants us 

to understand that through the Gospel we are re-born.  We are born into 



the family and possession of God.  In the ancient world it was law that all 

first-fruits (the first part of your harvest) belonged to God.  The first-fruits 
were sacred to God.  They were offered in grateful sacrifice to God because 

they belonged to him.  So when we are born again by the true word of the 
gospel we are sacred to God.  We become the property of God, even as the 

first-fruits of the harvest did back then. 
 

At first glance these verses appear to be some scattered thoughts and 
out of place.  They seem to be separate pieces with little connection to what 

we’ve been talking about for the last several days.  Not until you keep these 
verses in the larger context do they make sense.  James has been teaching 

us how to live victoriously in the midst of trials and temptations.  He 
finishes this teaching with three motivating ideas. 

 
He motivates first of all with a warning.  Do not be deceived.  You don’t 

have to be fooled by the enemy.  God will supply all you need to defeat him 

every time.  Second, he motivates with a theology lesson…by explaining 
that God is good in nature and constant in character.  We have victory 

because of the goodness and holiness of God.  Third, he motivates with a 
reminder…that we have been re-born.  We’ve experienced a new birth and 

have become part of God’s family.  We belong to Him and He cares for what 
is His.  

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1. God doesn’t change.  Wow!  Do you realize how great that is…what good 

news that is?  We will never be able to say, “What’s with God today?  He 
sure is moody.  He must have gotten up on the wrong side of the bed.”  

He always acts like Himself every second of every minute of every hour 
of every day of every month of every year.   

 

He won’t ever be moody based on the circumstances He’s facing.  He 
won’t say one thing and then change His mind the next day.  He won’t 

treat you one way today and a completely different way tomorrow.  He 
won’t have wisdom one day and lack it the next.  He is always wise, 

good, holy, honest, patient and compassionate.   
 

Because of this great Truth, we can learn how He is and learn to relate to 
Him consistently.  I can know His ways because His ways won’t keep 

changing.  Living in relationship with an unchanging God brings stability 
and consistency to my own life.  I can be at peace with Him.  I can trust 

Him.  I can relax around Him.  I can tell this kind of God anything and 
know His response to me will be good.  Don’t you want this type of 

relationship with God?  It is yours for the asking!  Go on and ask. 
 

Pastor Will 
 
 



Will Mackey 
Day 12 

 
The Letter from James 

 

 Good morning.  I hope your day has gotten off to a great start.  It will 
get better.  Why?  It will get better because of the ministry of God’s Spirit 

through His Word.  Let’s enjoy His Word today. 
 
19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 

and slow to become angry, 20for man's anger does not bring about the  
righteous life that God desires.  (1:19-20) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
I.  My dear brothers, take note of this: 

 A.  Everyone should be quick to listen 

 B.  Everyone should be slow to speak 
 C.  Everyone should be slow to become angry  (and why is that?) 

1. for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God 
desires 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
James has been teaching us regarding our relationship with God, 

ourselves, and the enemy.  Now he turns to our relationships with each other.  
He has some valuable insight for us today.  If we apply what he says, it will 

instantly bring improvements to any relationship we have. 
 

“My dear brothers, take note of this…” – James begins with an encouraging 

word.  He loves them and they are dear to him.  He wants them to pay special 
attention to what he is about to say. 

 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry…” – It has 

been said many times before, “We have two ears and one mouth.  That means 

God intended for us to listen twice as much as we speak.”  There is much 
wisdom in that statement.  

 
Have you noticed that our culture promotes an opposite set of ideas?  It 

teaches that we should be quick to speak, slow to listen, and quick to get 
angry (emotional).  No wonder we can’t get along. God’s way is very different, 

isn’t it?  He calls us to live “counter-culture”.   
 

If we listen more than we speak what does that say about us?   

• It says we care more about getting information than giving it. 
• It says we value facts (truth) more than we value our own 

opinions. 



• It says we care about relating to others based on facts rather than 

feelings. 
• It says we understand that listening to someone is the highest way 

of showing respect to that person. 
• It says we know that when a person is shown respect, they rarely 

will get angry with us. 
• It says we understand that when a person has been listened to, he 

is more likely to show us the same courtesy and hear us when we 
finally do speak. 

• Check out these verses too! (Proverbs 10:19; 17:27-28; 29:20) 
 

“…for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” – We all 

want righteousness in our lives…in every area of our lives…including our 
relationships.  James is saying that the way to get there isn’t through anger.  

Anger can’t create solid, dependable, and fulfilling relationships.  It can’t build 
trust between two people.  In fact, it destroys trust.   

 
Anger is unattractive.  Mankind’s anger demonstrates an “out of control” 

behavior and that does not bring God’s blessings.  Anger reveals a heart that is 
not guided by the Spirit and does not enjoy His peace.  Anger often displays 

disrespect for others.  Anger is manipulative.  Displays of anger or outbursts of 
wrath do not fix problems…they only creates new ones.   

 

However, there is a righteous type of anger.  When we see sin destroying 
people’s lives or when we see a gross injustice against God, we should get 

angry at that.  The Scriptures say that God gets angry too (Judges 2:11-14).  
Our anger in those times should reflect His anger in those times.  He has the 

capacity to get angry and still love the person.  He may discipline them but He 
still works for their redemption.  If He lives in us and rules us, we can have 

that same desire and ability. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Many arguments and divisions in our families, at work, and even in the 
church happen because people do not obey this Truth.  Often it is because of 

pride…we love our own thoughts and opinions too much.  We feel we can’t be 
taught anything.  And when anger drives us we are even more stubborn and 

unreasonable. 

 
What would happen if you applied this to your marriage relationship?  What 

would it be like if you listened to your spouse when he/she spoke instead of 
interrupting with your version of things?  If before you spoke you made sure 

you understood what they were saying…feeling…thinking…what kind of effect 
would that have on your marriage?  Would it bring you closer together? 

 
What would happen if you parented this way?  How would your children…your 

teenager respond to you differently if you showed this kind of respect?  If you 
were able to show that you cared about what they were thinking…what they 



were feeling…what they were saying…what kind of effect would it have on your 

relationship?  Would they be more apt to show you respect back?  Would they 
be more willing to hear your guidance for them?   

 
Kids…what if you treated your parents this way?  Could this be a way to avoid 

those unpleasant altercations with mom and dad?  Would the home be more at 
peace?...more of a sanctuary from the world? 

 
What would happen at work if instead of ignoring, frustrating, or showing 

anger…you met your co-worker with respect…calmness…concern with a 
listening ear? 

 
Why don’t you try it in your next conversation with someone?  Put God’s Word 

(this Word) into your life today.  Do what He says just for obedience sake and 
watch what happens.  Things are about to change ☺. 

 

         Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
Day 13 

The Letter from James 
 

21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 
accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  22Do not merely listen to the  

word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the  
word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a  
mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets  
what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law  

that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he  
has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. (1:21-25) 

 
 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s outline our passage to see what it is saying. 

 

I.  Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent (How?) 
II. Humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you (How?) 

 A.  By not merely listening to the word.  
1. And so deceive yourselves 

2. You will be like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks 

like. 
 

 B.  But by doing what it says. 
1. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 

freedom 
2.  And continues to do it 

3.  Not forgetting what he heard but doing it 
4. That person will be blessed in what he does.  

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent…” – Notice the 

words “get rid of”.  This phrase means to strip…like taking off clothes.  The word 

for “filth” means dirt or soiled and the word for “evil” means a vice, that which 

opposes God, or that which entangles.  Putting all that together he says…just 
like a person will take off his dirty clothes we must strip from our lives that 
which morally soils us and entangles us.  

 
Once again James puts the responsibility on us.  We are responsible to 

hear God as he identifies filth and evil.  We are responsible to then get rid of 
it…strip it off of our lives.  We are not to tolerate it or be victim to it.  It must 

go and we are to choose that action.  Of course it is only because of the work 
that Christ did upon the Cross that enables us to employ God’s power to rid our 

lives of defilements.  Only He has the power to free us from such things.  He 



simply wants us to desire it, ask for it, and choose to move away from those 

things. 
 

  “…humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you…” – When we became 

Christians we received God’s Truth through His Word (Bible).  That Truth came 
into our minds, hearts, and our lives.  Like a seed planted in the ground begins 

to grow, His Truth was planted in us and it began a wonderful process of 

wonder, discovery, and growth.   
 

Likewise, we are to embrace and submit to the Truth that God 
continually gives.  We are to cooperate with it.  It must become part of our day 

to day thinking and choosing.  We are to have a teachable spirit about us.  This 
is when it becomes the means of our full and final salvation.  How do we do 

this?  What does it look like to cooperate with this Truth? 
 
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone 

who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a 
mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”- If 
we think we get close to God by only hearing the Truth, James says we are 
deceiving ourselves.  God requires two things: hearing and doing the Truth 

(His Word).  James says that if we only glance at the word and do not do what 

it says, we are like the man who only glances in a mirror and then walks away 
and eventually forgets what he looks like. 

 
Remember that in James’ day, mirrors were not made of glass but of 

highly polished metal.  The reflection wasn’t as clear as we have today.  Our 
features and proportions wouldn’t appear exactly accurate in a mirror in that 

day.  Also, mirrors were not as plentiful.  It would not be uncommon for people 
to have not seen their reflection in a mirror, only in a pan of water or a lake.  

Many might not really know (in detail) what they looked like.  If a person like 
this only glanced in a mirror only once or twice in his life, he could very well go 

away and forget the details of what he saw. 
 

Or what if a person looks quickly at his reflection in a mirror and sees a 
smudge of dirt on his face but goes away and forgets about what he saw?  He 

would also forget to clean the smudge off of his face.  This is like the person 

who only takes a casual glance at God’s word and then goes away and forgets 
what it says.  He would also forget to do what it says and make the changes it 

tells him about. 
 
“…But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 

to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.” 
– The person who looks closely and seriously into God’s Word (Bible), which 
brings freedom to our lives, and keeps obeying and applying it, God will bless 

this person in all he does.  Wow…what a promise.  The Scriptures teach us 
about God and ourselves.  They expose the thoughts and attitudes of our 

hearts (Hebrews 4:12).  They deal with the issues of our soul and spirit.  God’s 

Word is of the highest value to us.  It is truly the instruction manual for life.  



Without it, we cannot know God and without knowing God, we cannot ever 

really know ourselves. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  The Scriptures tell us that we, as humans, are morally fallen…even broken.  
We were created in God’s image but that image is greatly marred because of 

sin.  God has made an incredible provision for our brokenness and He has 
revealed the details of this provision only in His Word (Bible). 

 
Studying the Bible is an issue that so many Christians struggle with.  According 

to a poll I’ve done, the top three obstacles Christians face in studying the Bible 
are: 

• “I can’t seem to find the time.” 
• “I am overwhelmed by the Bible.  It seems so big and complicated.” 

• “I don’t know how to study the Bible.  Where do I start and what do I 

do?” 
 

I can’t help you much with the first one.  The study of His Word must become 
important to us.  We have to come to a place in our thinking that we are willing 

to put the study of His Word above other things.  We must schedule it into our 
day just like we would schedule a meal, a project or sleep..  If we are waiting 

for some extra time to just appear in our daily schedules, we probably won’t 
ever get around to it.  I would recommend setting aside, within your daily 

routine, a certain amount of time each day to study and pray.  And then guard 
that time slot with everything you have. 

 
As for the other two:  Our church offers a couple of classes that can help with 

those issues.  The first class is an overview of the Bible.  In it we look at every 
book in the Bible and understand what it says and how it fits with all the 

others.  This class will help you not be so overwhelmed with the Bible.  The 

second class is a “how to” class.  We learn how to study the Bible by studying 
it together.  I’ll introduce you to practical methods, as well as to some helpful 

study tools.  If you are interested in taking these classes, just contact me.   
 

In the mean-time why don’t you use the method we use in this study?  After 
reading a section of Scripture, ask God to teach you.  Then ask the same three 

questions:  (1) What does it say?  Try to outline the passage.  This will help 
you see how the thoughts in the passage go together.  (2) What does it 
mean?  Look at it phrase by phrase.  God’s Spirit will help you.  Write down 
the meaning in your own words.  Pick up a commentary on the book of the 

Bible you are studying.  You can find them at any Christian Book Store.  (3) 
What do I do with it?  Based on the meaning of the passage ask yourself 

questions like…Does this challenge a belief I have?  Is there a behavior I have 
that needs to change?   Does this challenge an attitude I have?...etc.  God will 

teach you how to apply His Word. 

 
You can do it!  Give it a try ☺.         Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
Day 14 

 
The Letter from James 

 
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, 

he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that God our  
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and  

widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being  
polluted by the world.  (James 1:26-27) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
James is continuing with his teaching on “doing the Word and not just 

hearing it”.  In our text today, James gives two examples of how those who 
are hearers and not doers of the Word can be fooled about the legitimacy 

regarding their walk with God. 
 

I.  If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight reign on 
his tongue 

A. he deceives himself 

B. his religion is worthless 
 

II. The religion that God accepts as pure and faultless is the one that leads a 
person to:  

A. to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
 B. to keep oneself from being polluted by the world 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
26”If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, 

he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.” – This word religious means “a faith 

system or religious ritual.”  If a person considers himself to have faith and to 

show it through regular ritual like going to church, listening to a sermon, or 
praying and yet does not do what God says (like keeping control over how he 

talks to others), this person is deceiving himself.  His religion is missing the 
whole point.  James revisits the topic of speech again in chapter 3. 

 

This scenario describes a person who is only hearing God’s Word and not 
doing it.  Why is doing it so important?  Because changed lives are what Christ 

died for.  Changed lives show that the sacrifice of Christ and the power of His 
resurrection have come into a person’s life.  Anyone can claim to follow Christ 

but a changed life (doing the Truth) is proof that a person has encountered the 
living Christ. 

 
27”Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 

and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”- James 

gives a second example of how people who hear the Word but don’t do it can 



fool themselves.  In Psalm68:5 David says that God is a “Father to the fatherless 
and a defender of widows…”  This is at the heart of God and He declares this in His 

Word.  In Leviticus 19:2 God told Moses to tell His people, “…You shall be holy, for 
I the Lord your god am holy.”  This too is at the heart of who God is and what He 

desires for His people today.  The person who loves God and follows Him will 

begin to love what He loves.  Religion that is impure and full of faults is the 
religion that is focused on the wants and desires of the religious.  The religion 

that is pure and faultless focuses on the desires of God’s heart. 
 

All through out history mankind has tried to make ritual and liturgy 

substitutes for sacrifice and service.  Ritual and liturgy alone do not impress 
God.  But when they are accompanied by sacrifice and service…they are 

complete. 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1. Let’s be clear.  Sacrifice and service do not save us.  They are simply the 
fruit of a person who has truly connected with Christ.  Ritual and liturgy are 

empty and meaningless unless they lead to acts that reflect the heart of God. 
 

Think about the fruit of your life for a moment.  What does your relationship 
with Christ produce in you?  What does it produce through you to others?  

Does it only bless and benefit you?  Are you at the center of it all? 
 

Or is Christ and what He wants at the center of it all for you?  Does His 

presence in your life enlarge your heart for others?  Does it create a desire for 
purity? 

 
James is laying out a test for us.  Our answers to these questions give us an 

assessment of whether or not we really have what we think we have.  What 
are your answers telling you?  Don’t be afraid to search your heart today.  God 

will show you the Truth.  Take whatever He shows you and talk to Him about 
it.  Allow Him to shape and mold you into the image of His Son. 

 
          Pastor Will    

 



Will Mackey 
Day 15 

 
The Letter from James 

(A Quick Review of Chapter 1) 

 
 Hey!  I hope your having a great day.  I’m praying for your 

encouragement today.  No matter what you are facing, I know you can 
finish strong!  Today’s review will help.  We are remembering and 

highlighting what God has taught us over the last several days.  Let’s lay 
out in principle form what we’ve learned in chapter 1.   

 
We’ve learned:  

 
1. Going through trials and temptations gives our lives a chance to 

experience deep joy, our faith a chance to become strong, mature and 
our lives a chance to be blessed with everything we need.  (2-4) 

 
2.  God has promised all the wisdom we need to do His will and to be 

victorious.  (5) 

 
3.  When God tests us, the tests bring to each of us exactly what we need. 

He designs our testing specifically for us.  He knows what type of 
experience is needed to cause the right type of testing of our faith, to 

bring about the right type of change in us.  So relax and trust God in and 
through the test. (9-10) 

 
4.  If we persevere in the trials and temptations of life, at the end of our 

lives we will receive the crown of life that is promised to those who love 
Him.  (12) 

 
5.  God does not tempt us to do evil.  His desire is for our complete victory 

all the time.  (13) 
 

6.  God gives us wisdom to understand what a temptation is and how it is 

designed to work against us.  With this wisdom, we can say “no” to it 
every time.  (14-15) 

 
7.  God is good and continually gives good and perfect gifts to us, His 

children.  Whatever He gives will bless and mature our nature.  (17) 
 

8.  God is perfect in all ways.  His perfection is absolutely reliable at all 
times.  (17) 

 
9.  We have been re-born because of the Truth.  We are His possessions 

and He is completely faithful to what is His.  (18) 
 



10.  God intended for us to listen twice as much as we speak.  His real 

intention is that we (19): 
• care more about getting information than giving it. 

• value facts (truth) more than we value our own opinions. 
• care about relating to others based on facts rather than feelings. 

 
11.  Displays of anger or outbursts of wrath do not fix problems…they only 

create new ones. (20) 
 

12.  The person who looks closely and seriously into God’s Word (Bible), 
which brings freedom to our lives, and keeps obeying and applying it, 

God will bless this person in all he does.  (23-25) 
 

13.  Sacrifice and service do not save us.  They are simply the fruit of a 
person who has truly connected with Christ.  Ritual and liturgy are 

empty and meaningless unless they lead to acts that reflect the heart of 

God.  (27) 
 

As I wrote this, I began to pray each statement back to God.  I would 
encourage you to do the same right now.   

• I thanked Him for these truths and read each one back to Him. 
• I affirmed to Him that I believed them. 

• I committed to Him that I would implement these great Truths into 
my thinking and my faith today. 

 
My heart was blessed in that prayer.  I hope yours is too.     

 
Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
Day 16 

 
The Letter from James 

 
1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 

2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and  
a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to  
the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say  

to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 
 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges  

with evil thoughts?  (James 2:1-4) 
 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
I.  As believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ don’t show favoritism. (For 

example) 
A.  Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 

clothes and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in.  If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here is a 

good seat for you.’ but say to the poor man, ‘You stand there or sit on 
the floor by my feet,’ have you not  

1. discriminated among yourselves?  
2. become judges with evil thoughts? 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism…- 
This word for favoritism means just what we would know it to mean.  When 

someone shows favoritism, he shows partiality…he allows another person’s 
personality or social status, or wealth to influence how he treats him.  Often 

the motive behind the “special treatment” is selfish.  The one giving the special 

treatment wants the “special person” to return the special treatment.  James 
said this should never happen in the church and among Christians.  To make 

sure they understood what he was talking about he gave them a “suppose this 
happened…” situation. 

 
 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor 

man in shabby clothes also comes in… - This was and still is a very common scenario.  

Suppose someone of substantial wealth and someone not so well off come into 

church on Sunday morning.  3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes 
and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on 
the floor by my feet, – If someone treats the rich guy better because he is rich 

and he treats the poor guy worse because he is poor; he has shown favoritism.  
 



4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? – If 
this happens, the person showing the favoritism judges both men by evil 

standards.  He judges and evaluates based upon wealth.  What are some evil 
thoughts he might have?  How about, “If I’m nice to this rich guy maybe he 

will share some of his money, or he will like me and I can be seen hanging out 
with successful people.  This would be good for my image.”  Remember Paul’s 

words in 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”   
 
This is how the world evaluates people.  It judges based upon wealth and 

perceived success.  The church should be a place where people are not treated 
like the world treats them.  The church should be a place where social 

distinctions don’t exist.  When we come to worship a holy God we all are on the 

same level.  We must all say, “Without God, I am lost and incomplete.” 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Examine your relationships with the people in your life.  How do you assess 
value to them?  How do you determine who gets how much of your time?  

Does a person’s wealth or position cause you to treat them better than 
someone who doesn’t have as much?  

 
Suppose this Sunday a person visits your church who is a wealthy business 

man.  He is dressed in the best clothes.  And suppose another person visits 
who is not working at the moment and his clothes are out dated and no longer 

in style.  Would you treat the men differently?  No really…would you treat the 
men differently?  Would you take more time with the rich man?  Would you 

introduce yourself to the poor man?  Would you have thoughts like, “I hope 

this rich man starts coming to this church.  He would boost our image and our 
church could use the money.”  

 
If so, James says, “Houston, we have a problem.”  The truth is that we should 

trust God for our image in the community and for the resources we need to 
carry on His work.   

 
If you found yourself struggling with the right perspective today, ask God to 

help you see people the way He sees people.  Realize that neither wealth nor 
status mean anything to God.  He treats all men the same…with love, dignity,  

and a desire for them to follow Him.  This is our responsibility to God and our 
work among people.  Our role is to proclaim God’s love for all people, their 

dignity in God’s eyes, and his desire for everyone to follow Him.   
 

         Pastor Will     



Will Mackey 
Day 17 

The Letter from James 
 

5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 

who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are 
exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they 

not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?  
(James 2: 5-7) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
I. (When you show favoritism to the rich)…You have insulted the poor.  (How?) 

 A. Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to 

be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised to those who 
love him? 

 B. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 
 C. Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 

 D. Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to 
whom you belong? 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 A Quick Review:  James is driving his point home.  In yesterday’s 
devotion he helped us see that if someone treats a rich guy better because he 

is rich and he treats a poor guy worse because he is poor; he has shown 

favoritism.  He then proceeds to give us a list of reasons why it is wrong.  He said… 
• First, it is wrong because you have “discriminated among yourselves…”  In 

other words you have judged another man by human standards and not 

according to how God evaluates a man. 
• Second, it is wrong because you have “become judges with evil thoughts…”  

This means that the motive was wrong.  He did it because he was 

selfish and wanted what the rich man had. 
 

Today: James continues with his list of reasons.  He says… 

• Third, it is wrong because you have “insulted the poor.” - How does it 

insult the poor?  It insults them first of all because “God has chosen those 
who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in the faith and to inherit the kingdom 
he promised to those who love him.” – The Gospel offers so much to the poor.  

To the person who has little here on earth, the Gospel promises the 
opportunity of a close personal relationship with a king and the 

inheritance of a son of the king.  It is the poor who trust in Christ and 
not in riches…or their ability to meet their own needs.  All through the 

Scriptures we see that God has a heart for the poor…(Psalm 107:41, 



113:7-9; Proverb 14:31, 21:13; Luke 4:18; I Corinthians 1:26-27).  It 

insults them because we don’t show them the honor that God does. 
 

It insults them, second of all, because “Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you?” – Back in James’ time (somewhat like now) the poor could not 

afford the basic needs of life.  There were many who wanted to exploit 

their poverty by offering high interest rate loans.  Through these the rich 
kept getting richer and the poor stayed poor.  It was an insult to the poor 

to treat those who treated them so badly with such honor.   
 

It insults them thirdly because “Are they not the ones who are dragging you into 
court?” – Not only would the rich exploit their poverty with high interest 

loans but when they were late with a payment, the rich would drag them 

off to court and with the help of the judges (no doubt rich as well), what 
little the poor had would be taken away or they would be made to work 

off the debt in debtors prison.  It was an insult to the poor because the 
rich had created such degrading systems to get more money/property.  

To treat the rich with such honor was to indicate that you agreed with 
their evil ways.    

 
It insults them fourthly because, “Are they not the ones who are slandering the 

noble name of him to whom you belong?” – The rich would also ridicule them for 

their faith.  They might say, “Look what your faith has gotten you.  You 
are poor and I am rich.  Where is your God?  Why won’t he make you 

rich?”  These things were said in order to bring further humiliation to the 
poor and to bring reproach on the name of Jesus.  

 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  To James’ original readers these passages were addressing a practice that 
was happening as they met for worship each week.  God was not honored by it 

and it had to stop. 

 
What about us?  Our situation (culture) is not what James’ culture was.  But, 

as we said on Monday, a similar scenario could still happen.  What can we 
learn from these passages?  These passages teach us to relate to others based 

upon God’s value system and not based on human merit or social status.   
 

Jesus birth, life, death, and resurrection broke down the walls between rich 
and poor, young and old, and the educated and uneducated.  It is simply 

wrong for those called by the name of Jesus to build those walls up again.  The 
size of a person’s bank account does not equate worth in God’s eyes.  People 

are worth much to God because He made them and loves them.  Based on 
those facts alone a person from any social status has great value and is 

deserving of respect.   
 



As God’s people, we represent Him to the world.  The way we treat others 

shows the world how God will treat them.  Is there any one in your life that 
you treat differently because he/she has less money?... doesn’t have as nice a 

car or home as others?... isn’t as clean or well kept as you think they should 
be?... doesn’t have polished social skills and appears awkward around 

others?... doesn’t have much education or apparent success? 
 

As followers of Christ we must learn to look beyond these types of things and 
look at people the way Christ looks at them.  Let Christ teach you how 

important every person is to Him.  Let Him convince your heart of how right it 
is to treat everyone with the same level of dignity. 

 
         Pastor Will    
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Day 18 

 
The Letter from James 

8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right.  But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 

convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, "Do 

not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder."  If you do not commit adultery 
but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.  12Speak and act as  
those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because  

judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not  
been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!  (James 2:8-13) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
I. If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

A. you are doing right 
 

II. If you show favoritism 
A. you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 

B. for whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 

guilty of breaking all of it.  (For example) 
1. For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

commit murder.”  If you do not commit adultery but do commit 
murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 

 
III. Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 

freedom, because 
A. judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 

merciful 
B. mercy triumphs over judgment 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 It is as if James anticipates the kind of response he will get when his 

readers read this part of the letter.  It is as if he knows they will counter his 

argument with something like, “What about the verse that says we are to love 
our neighbor as ourselves?  Isn’t a rich man our neighbor too?  Shouldn’t we 
show love to a rich man if he comes into our church?”  To which James 
responds, “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right.  But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law 
as lawbreakers.” – He is saying if you greet warmly a rich man because you love 

him and care for his soul…that is good and proper.  But if you are keeping the 

royal law (law from Royality…God) you will have to greet the poor man just as 



warmly; with the same love and care.  But if you don’t greet the poor with the 

same love and respect as the rich man received you are sinning and are 
convicted for breaking God’s law. 

 
 “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking 
all of it. For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder."  If you do not 
commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.” -  Back in James’ 

day Jewish teachers regarded the law as a series of detached injunctions.  To 
keep one was to gain credit; to break one was to incur debt.  A man could add 

up the ones he kept and subtract the ones he broke and emerge with either a 
credit or a debit balance.  They thought if a person died with a credit (even if 

only by one) he would go to heaven. 
 

 James sees it differently.  He sees the law as the whole will of God.  To 
break any part of it was to disobey the will of God and therefore be guilty of 

sinning.  The message to the original readers is this: You try to keep God’s 

truth in many areas of your life.  This is good.  But if you are showing 
favoritism you are breaking the royal law of love and therefore become guilty 

in God’s eyes as a lawbreaker.  The good you do in other areas of life doesn’t 
cancel out the sin of showing favoritism. 
 

“Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment!” – James tells his readers to remember that we will be 

judged by God’s Truths.  These great truths bring freedom so we can obey 
God.  We will be judged without mercy if we refuse to treat others with the 

same mercy we have received.  Jesus taught this same truth in Matthew 
18:21-35. 

 
 Spreading this teaching out over 3 days can make it difficult for us to pull 

the truths together.  Let me quickly summarize.  James has called showing 
favoritism a sin.  He has given us 5 reasons why it is wrong.  They are: 

1. It is wrong because when we do it we judge others and assess 
value to others based on human standards. 

2. It is wrong because when we do it we have selfish motives 

(secretly wanting something from the rich man). 
3. It is wrong because when we do it we insult the poor. 

4. It is wrong because when we do it we break the royal law of love. 
5. It is wrong because when we do it we are not showing the same 

mercy to others that God has shown to us. 
   

 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. Simply put….we obey it.  Too often we take our cues from culture regarding 
how to treat others.  Our culture says that a person must earn his way into our 

circle of love and care.  He must produce and show his worth by his own 
success. 

 



God looks at a person stripped of his accomplishments.  He sees the real 

person and values him for different reasons.  If we are called by God’s name 
(Christians) we are called to do the same.   

 
2. As ones who follow Christ we don’t need the rich and influential to open 

doors of opportunity for us.  We don’t depend upon others.  We depend upon 
the Lord our God.  He and He alone is our source for all we need.  We don’t 

need to have selfish motives to get on the good side of people so we can make 
sure we get all that should be coming to us.  God says that if we put him and 

his kingdom first…all the necessities of life will be given to us (Matthew 6:25-
24) 

 
3. How about our relationships?  Is there any relationship in your life that 

needs these truths applied to it?  Do you treat someone a certain way based 
upon how the world says to treat them?  Do you treat them a certain way in 

hopes of getting something back from them in return?  

 
Who do you belong to….the world….or Christ?  Your answer to that question 

should determine how you look at and interact with others.  God didn’t treat us 
based upon our ability to have it all together.  He showed mercy and set up a 

way to bring us into fellowship with Himself.  How can we do anything less for 
someone else? 

 
Let’s think on these things today. 

 
Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 

daily food. 16If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same 

way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.   
(James 2:14-17) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 It is important to understand that our next section (2:14-26) is 
connected to what James has just finished teaching us.  We’ll use our time 

today and the next two days to understand this section.  Let’s outline our 
passage for today. 

 
I. What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 

deeds?  Can such faith save him?  (The expected answer is “no”.)  For 
example: 

A. Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food (poor). 

B. (and further suppose) If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; 
keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing to about his physical needs, 

what good is it? (The expected answer is “it is of no value”.) 
C. In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 

dead.  
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 James is moving deeper into a crucial issue.  You remember that he has 
just finished challenging us concerning Christians showing favoritism toward 

the rich and against the poor.  He taught us that as a Christian our relationship 
with Christ will show itself in our love and care for others…even if those 

“others” don’t fit society’s opinions of success. 
 

 James let’s that last issue launch him into a search to understand what 

real faith is.  James, once again, works in the arena of our relationship with 
Christ and how that relationship impacts the practical aspects of our lives.  And 

once again James uses the poor to illustrate his point. 
 
   14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 
such faith save him? – James begins by asking a question.  Notice three main 

words (claims, faith, and deeds).  Considering their meanings, here is James 

question again.  What if a man (or woman) testifies he believes in Jesus and 
trusts him as Savior (faith) but his life does not reflect that relationship 



through his actions (deeds), what good is it?  Can the kind of faith that does 

not impact a man’s outward life, really be a saving type of faith?  For example: 
 
 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to 
him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, 
what good is it? – James creates a very common scenario to get his point across.  

He says … Suppose someone comes into your life and does not have enough to 
wear or to eat.  Then suppose you say to them, ‘I’ll pray that God blesses you 

and I hope it all turns out ok.”  What good does it do to say that?  What does 
your response really say about you and your walk with Christ?  Did your words 

properly reflect the heart of Christ?  The situation requires action not words.  
Words don’t put clothes on their back and food in their stomachs.   

 
    17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. – Just 

like words with no action are useless…so is faith.  Faith is not real faith unless 

it has infected and affected our outward life.  This concept is taught in many 
places throughout the Bible.  Here are a few.  John the Baptist taught that we 

prove the authenticity of our repentance by our deeds (Matthew 3:8).  Jesus 
taught that people are known for the fruit of their lives.  He also taught that 

faith expressed in word only could never take the place of one which expressed 
itself by doing God’s will (Matthew 7:15-21). 

 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1. Our belief in Christ must produce in us an active life of doing God’s will.  If it 
doesn’t, it really isn’t the kind of belief that God considers to be “legitimate” 

faith.   
 

Is there a dis-connect between what you believe about Christ and what you do 
on Monday morning at 8 am. or Wednesday afternoon at 2 pm. or Friday night 

at 6 pm.?  Does what you believe in your head make it to your heart and into 
how you prioritize your life?  …make it into your actions? …make it out of your 

mouth? 
 

Let’s ask it this way.  How do you treat your wife?...your husband?...your 
kids?...your neighbors?...the waiter or waitress at the restaurant where you 

ate lunch yesterday?...the lady who works at the grocery store?...the homeless 

guy at the street corner? 
 

Do you live outwardly what you say you believe inwardly?  James says it has to 
be!  Talk with Jesus about this today.  Ask Him to reveal to you if there is a 

disconnect between what you believe in your head about Christ and what 
comes out in your daily life.  If you ask…He will show you.  Then respond to 

Him with repentance and commitment to change. 
 

         Pastor Will  
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The Letter from James 

“But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me your faith 
without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  You believe that 

there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.”   
(James 2:18-19) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s lay out the passage for today. 

I. Some one will say, ‘you have faith; I have deeds.’ 

 A. Show me your faith without deeds 
 B. I’ll show you my faith by what I do 

C. You believe in one God – good, event demons believe that and 
shudder. 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 James has already established for us yesterday that real faith does not 
exist apart from works of righteousness (2:17).  Real faith will produce a 

changed life.  Now James is ready to take this concept to another level. 
 

 It is as if he anticipates someone raising a clever argument against what 
he just said.  “But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have deeds.’”  -  Some believed 

that faith and deeds were separate and equal “separate” expressions of a 

relationship with God.  They imagined that someone would express the faith 
part and another would express the deeds part.  James will have none of that!  

Instead he goes to the root of the problem; how to define “real” faith.   
 

 “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” – Let’s 

compare faiths, he says.  James wants to compare what they mean by the 
word “faith” and what he means by the word “faith”.  He asks them to show 

him faith without works of righteousness and he’ll show them his faith by what 
he does.  In doing this, each person’s definition of faith and the quality of the 

faith is revealed.   
 

“You believe there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that and shudder.” – 

James begins his argument with a powerful example.  He reminds us that the 
demons believe in the existence of God, the deity of Christ and the power of 

God.  In fact, their belief makes them shake with fear.  They have witnessed 
these things first hand.  They have an intellectual and emotional belief in God.  

They believe with their “thinking” capacity and that belief affects them 
emotionally (they shudder).  However, this way of believing is not the kind of 

faith God desires because it has not produced obedience.  So it is with the 
person who claims a faith that does not produce works of righteousness.   

 



Here is James’ point.  Saving faith is not a mere intellectual belief in God.  

Saving faith is more than being emotionally stirred by a belief in God’s 
attributes and His mighty power.  Real faith is a belief that produces a change 

in our lives.  It begins in the head/heart and then moves its way out the mouth 
and through the hands.  It means that our heart felt belief about God will flow 

out of us into what we think and do.  It is a belief so strong that we love Christ 
and follow Him in every aspect of life.  Real faith is a transforming thing. 

 
 If you have some extra time today, you might read Ephesians 2: 8-9 in 

preparation for tomorrow’s study.  Does this passage from Paul seem to 
contradict what James is saying to us in James 2?  I assure you these two 

passages do not contradict.  See if you can figure it out. ☺   
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1. The question this passage puts in front of us is this – “How do we define 

faith?”  Is faith for you an intellectual belief in God?  According to James, this 
is not enough.  This definition will not make the cut.  If this is your definition 

James says you are tied with the demons.   
 

2. This definition of faith leads a person to be religious on Sunday but live 
carelessly the rest of the week.  The other day I was watching a few minutes of 

the movie “The Godfather”.  In the movie the Corleone family is one of five 
mafia families that ruled the crime world of New York and other major cities.  

They were all very religious, went to church and said their prayers but 
continued to kill, steal, and destroy others.  They had an intellectual belief in 

God but not real life changing faith.  Because of the teachings of their church, 
they actually believed they were on good terms with God even though they 

were living such evil lives. 

 
Isn’t it tempting for us to fall into a similar mindset?  Intellectual believing is 

easy.  It requires very little.  Even the demons can pull it off.  It is easy to 
intellectually and emotionally believe in the existence, deity, and power of God 

but never trust that God to transform us so we can follow His will completely.   
 

We go to church on Sunday…maybe even a small group when we are feeling 
extra spiritual.  We have an intellectual respect for God.  But this “belief” 

hasn’t produced a change in how we treat our wives or husbands… in how we 
treat our marriage or our families… in how we treat others at church and 

cooperate together for God’s glory… in our work ethic at the office… in how we 
spend our money… in what we do when no one is looking.   

 
Real faith is always transforming.  It makes Jesus…Lord of every area of our 

lives.  What definition of faith are you living out of today?  Why don’t you talk 

this over with our Father today? 
 

         Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 
20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 

21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited  

to him as righteousness, and he was called God's friend. 24You see that a person 
is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.  25In the same way, was not 
even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. (James 2:20-26) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 James is wrapping up this section today.  Remember over the last two 

days he is helping us understand the correct way to look at “faith”.  He has 
taught us that faith is not merely believing in the existence and power of God.  

It is believing in them and also acting on those beliefs.  Both of these together 
form what God considers to be saving faith. 

 
 Today, James illustrates this truth using two examples from the Old 

Testament.  Let’s outline our passage. 
 

I. You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 
A. Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did 

when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

1. You see his faith and his actions were working together, and his 
faith was made complete by what he did. 

2. And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was 

called God’s friend. 
3. You see, a person is justified by what he does and not by faith 

alone. 
 

B.  In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent 

them off in a different direction? 
1. As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is 

deed. 
 

 

 
 



WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? – Notice 

how James begins this last section.  It is as if he anticipates further resistance 

from his original readers over the Truth he is trying to teach them.  He 
addresses those who might be resisting as “You foolish man”.  The word foolish 

means vain or empty.  He is saying that the one who resists this truth is empty 

headed and this Truth is finding no entry place in his life. 
 
  21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar?... – James uses two Old Testament examples to help 

them get this Truth.  He recalls the story of Abraham from Genesis 22:1-18 

(please take a moment to read this story).  God commanded Abraham to 

take his son Isaac (whom he had waited years and years to have) and sacrifice 
him on an altar as an offering to God.  Abraham believed in God, in God’s 

power, and that God had told him to do this.  Up to this point Abraham’s belief 
doesn’t qualify as faith.  Not until he moves toward the mountain and ties his 

son on the altar does God break into the scene and declare that Abraham had 
trusted Him.  This was faith because his action reflected his belief.  His 

obedience completes the DNA of faith in him and he is referred to as righteous 
and a friend of God. 

 
   24You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.- Take a 

moment and read Ephesians 2: 8-9.  At face value this verse in James seems 

to contradict verse 8 in Ephesians.  Paul says we are saved by grace through 
faith, and not by works and James says we are justified by what we do and not 

by faith alone.  I promise you they don’t contradict each other.  Can you figure 
it out? 

 
 The answer to this mystery is within the “context” of each passage.  To 

unravel this let’s look at two things:  (1) Notice that Paul and James are talking 
about a different place in the time-line of a Christian’s journey.  (a) Paul is 

talking about how someone comes to know Christ as Savior in the beginning of 
their walk with God.  He says that salvation is only offered to us because of 

God’s grace.  We must receive it by faith.  We can’t get it by doing good things 

to impress God.  Salvation is only offered to us based on the merits of Christ 
through His life, death, and resurrection. 

 
 (b) James is talking about after a person meets Christ as Savior and 

specifically how that person lives the Christian life.  He says that a faith that 
does not show good deeds is really not what God calls faith.  Real faith in 

Christ will come out in a person’s priorities and choices. 
 

 (2) Notice that Paul and James use the word “faith” differently.  (a) Paul 
uses the word faith to describe when someone realizes the salvation God offers 

because of His grace, that person receives it by faith (trusting God’s promise).  
The “receiving” part of the process would include confession (1 John 1:9) and 

repentance (2 Cor. 7:10-11) of sin and asking Christ for forgiveness.  So in 
this instance, faith means believing that God has provided salvation through 



the death of His Son and then acting upon that belief by confessing, 

repenting, and asking (in trust) for what God has provided for free. 
 

 (b) James uses the word faith to describe in its impurest form.  James 
uses the word faith even when he is describing what it is not.  He uses the 

same word when he talks about a particular kind of faith that won’t save us 
(2:14), a kind of faith that is dead (2:17), a kind of faith like the demons have 

(2:18-19), a kind of faith that is useless (2:20), and a kind of faith that is 
proven true by what we do (2:18b).  In each of these references he uses the 

same word in the Greek (pistis) but he doesn’t want us to consider each 
reference with equal value.   

 
    It is clear that when James uses the word “faith” sometimes he means 

“intellectual belief” or “emotional belief” and not real faith.  And at other times, 
it is clear that he means for us to interpret the word as meaning the “real 

concept of faith” as God requires from us. 

 
 25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? – James 

gives his readers one more illustration to drive the point home.  He mentions a 
woman named Rahab written about in Joshua 2 (take a moment to read this 
story too).  The children of Israel were planning to invade Canaan, hundreds 
of square miles that God had given to Abraham centuries before.  They sent 

spies into the land to scope it out and to determine what kind of resistance 
they would face when they invaded the land.  Rahab lived in Jericho.  When 

the spies came into Jericho, she understood and believed that God was going 
to give the land back to Israel.  When the spies were discovered by the city 

officials, she hid them and helped them escape.   
 

 James tells his readers that God considered her righteous for what she 

did.  She believed in God and His plans.  She wanted Him to be her own God.  
Then she acted on those beliefs and risked her life to do so.  Together, this 

equaled saving faith, so much so that she is listed in the genealogy of Christ 
(Matthew 1:5).  James ends this part of his teaching by repeating the principle 

again, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” 
 

 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
 1.  How did you come to Christ?  Did you have a sense that you had done 

enough good things to make God smile at you?  Did you feel pretty good about 
yourself?  Did you think that the good you had done far outweighed the bad?  

Did you have confidence in yourself and your worth to God?  Did you just start 
talking to God one day and got started on your life with Him without talking 

about your sin? 
 

Or did you come to God realizing you were a sinner…undeserving of mercy and 
grace?  Did you confess your sins to Him?  Did you repent (turn away from) of 

your sins?  Did you ask His forgiveness based completely upon His love….His 



grace…the work of Christ on the Cross?  Did you receive His forgiveness and 

His new life simply by believing in God’s promise to do so?...By acting on that 
belief with confession, repentance, and asking for what He promised? 

 
I have good news and bad news!  First the bad news: If the first paragraph 

describes your entry into Christianity….you are not born again.  In fact, you are 
at best a religious person.  According to the Scriptures, you cannot approach 

God or enter a relationship with Him because you have not dealt with the sin 
that separates you from God.  What you think is a walk with God…isn’t.  It is 

simply a mental projection of what you believe the Christian walk should look 
like.  According to the Scriptures you can’t have forgiveness or power over sin.  

Without Christ’s redemptive work applied specifically to your life, you cannot 
know God. 

 
The good news is two fold:  (1) If the first paragraph described your entry into 

Christianity…you don’t have to stay there.  If you will enter into this 

relationship with God based on the second paragraph you will experience all 
that God intended.  Our sin cannot be overlooked.  It must be dealt with 

according to the cross of Christ.  Don’t waste another minute.  Embrace God 
on His terms…His way…and enjoy what He has prepared for you.   

 
(2) If the second paragraph already describes your entry into Christianity…you 

are born again.  According to the Scriptures you are a child of God and may 
approach the Throne of God because of your association with Christ.  Rejoice!   

 
 

           Pastor Will 
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Day 22 

 
The Letter from James 

(A Quick Review of Chapter 2) 
 

I hope your day has gotten off to a great start.  Instead of beginning chapter 3 
today, I want us to do a quick review of chapter 2.  It was full of some 

wonderful truths.  Let’s lay them out in principle form and reflect on them 
again today. 

 
1.  Wealth nor status mean anything to God.  He treats all men the same…with 

love, dignity, and a desire for them to follow Him.  As people who are filled 
by Him and who are dedicated to following Him, we should treat all men the 

same way. (3-4) 

 
2. As God’s people, we represent Him to the world.  The way we treat others 

shows the world how God will treat them. (5-7) 
 

3.  God says that showing favoritism toward the rich is a sin.  He has given us 
5 reasons why it is wrong.  (12-13) They are: 

• It is wrong because when we do it we judge others and assess value to 
others based on human standards. 

• It is wrong because when we do it we have selfish motives (secretly 
wanting something from the rich man). 

• It is wrong because when we do it we insult the poor. 
• It is wrong because when we do it we break the royal law of love.  We 

are not showing the same love/grace to others that God has shown to 
us. 

  

4.  Our belief in Christ must produce in us an active life of doing God’s will.  If 
it doesn’t, it really isn’t the kind of belief that God considers to be 

“legitimate” faith.  (14) 
 

5.  Saving faith is not a mere intellectual belief in God.  Saving faith is more 
than being emotionally stirred by a belief in God’s attributes and His mighty 

power.  Real faith is a belief that produces a change in our lives.  It begins 
in the head/heart and then moves its way out the mouth and through the 

hands.  (18-19)  
 

6.  James gives two Old Testament examples to help his readers understand 
God’s view of human faith.  Citing the stories of Abraham and Rahab he 

proves that belief in God and action based on that belief are both a part of 
the Biblical definition of saving faith.  (20-26)  

 
As I wrote this, I began to pray each statement back to God.  I would 

encourage you to do the same right now.   



• I thanked Him for these truths and read each one back to Him. 

• I affirmed to Him that I believed them. 
• I committed to Him that I would implement these great Truths into my 

thinking and my faith today. 
 

My heart was blessed in that prayer.  I hope yours is too.     
 

Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
Day 23 

 
The Letter from James 

1Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know 
that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2We all stumble in many ways. 

If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man,  
able to keep his whole body in check. (James 3:1-2) 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 So far in his letter, James has taught us that a mature believer does two 

things: (1) a mature believer is patient and growing during the struggles of life 

(chapter 1) and (2) a mature believer is a doer of the truth (chapter 2).  In the 
third chapter, James gives us another priority of the mature believer: a mature 

believer is in control of his/her speech.  Let’s lay out our passage for today. 
 

I.  Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, (Why?) 
 A. because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly 
 B. because we all stumble in many ways 

1. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, 
able to keep his whole body in check. 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 In the early church (and today too) teachers were of high importance.  
Whenever they were mentioned in Scripture, they were spoken of with honor.  

They were ranked with the prophets who commissioned Paul on his first 

missionary journey (Acts 13:1).  Teaching was ranked third in the list of 
spiritual gifts, just under the apostles and prophets (1 Corinthians 12:28). 

 
 The apostles would usually plant a church and then turn the new 

Christians over to teachers to teach and mentor.  In Ephesians 4:12 Paul said 
it was the job of pastor/teachers to “prepare God’s people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up in unity, in faith, and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  Wow!  That is a 

lot of responsibility! 
 

 With this in mind, James says, 1Not many of you should presume to be teachers, 
my brothers, - An old Bible translator named Moffat said it like this, “My brother, 
do not crowd in to be teachers; remember, we teachers will be judged with 
special strictness.”  In James day (and in ours too) it was prestigious to be a 
teacher.  A teacher was in the place of influence and respect.  James warns his 

readers that if they think they want to be teachers, they should look at a few 
more aspects of the role before they hang the shingle over their door.   

 
 …because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2We all stumble in 
many ways. – James gives us two reasons why we should not be “gullible” in our 



desire to be teachers.  (1) He says that teachers will be judged with a more 

intense judgment.  In other words, when you are considering being a teacher 
in God’s Kingdom, realize that God and other people hold teachers to a high 

standard of accountability and responsibility.  Many harsh words are reserved 
in Scripture for false teachers - those who have betrayed the trust given them. 

 
Teaching is not about prestige.  In fact, the best teachers I know care 

nothing about being up front or being known for having knowledge of the 
Scriptures.  Their passion is to help others understand God and His ways…to 

help others grow and mature into all God wants for them.   
 

Teachers must first and foremost be continuous students.  It takes hours 
and hours of research and study to make certain that the Scriptures have been 

understood properly and that the Truth you think you’ve discovered doesn’t 
compromise other Truths taught in the Bible.  Much time is spent in prayer, 

asking God for wisdom and understanding…line by line.  Addition time is spent 

reading after other Christian scholars to see how God has spoken to other 
Christians on the same subject.  On top of all this, the teacher must spend 

time praying and thinking through how he/she will communicate the Truth in a 
way that can be understood and applied. 

 
(2) He says that teachers must make sure that they are walking in the 

Truth they have learned.  The phrase “we all stumble in many ways” refers more to 

mistakes than to deliberate sin.  As humans we are all prone to error and 
making mistakes.  If careless, a teacher’s life can undermine or invalidate the 

Truth that he/she has spoken.  Because a teacher is trusted, a teacher’s 
failures can be much more devastating.     

 
If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole 

body in check. – The word “perfect” used here does not mean flawless.  It means 

functioning as one should function…mature.  What James is saying is that the 
teacher must be mature in character.  His/her words must be carefully given.  

The person who can do this consistently is disciplined in other areas of life, as 
well. 

 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Today we looked a little at the life of a teacher in God’s Kingdom.  If you 

are called by God to teach in His Kingdom, then the warning from James does 
not discourage you; it draws you.  Your heart understands the responsibility 

and the need for accountability and you are willing to submit to it…you want it. 
 

If you think God wants you to teach in His Kingdom work, let your pastor 

know.  He/she can begin to work with you, help you know for sure, and if so, 
help you begin to develop this spiritual gift within you.  Pray for those in our 

churches who teach.  Ask God to raise up more teachers of His Word.    
 
Pastor Will     
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Day 24 

 
The Letter from James 

3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn 
the whole animal. 4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and 
are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever 
the pilot wants to go. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it 
makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 

spark. 6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. 
It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire,  

and is itself set on fire by hell. (James 3:3-6) 
 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 James is continuing to teach us that mature Christians control the way 

they talk to people.  In our study today, he looks at the power of the tongue 
(our speech).  Let’s outline our passage.  So far in our study of James, we 

have been outlining the passages using the Scripture itself.  Today, we will 
outline it a little differently.  We will outline this passage by the concepts it 

teaches.  See if you can see the difference.  Doing it this way requires that you 
read the passage several times and that you notice the concept patterns. 

 

I.  James is trying to prove how powerful the tongue (our speech) is.  Even 
though it is small it can do big things. 

 A. Like a small bit can move a big horse 
 B. Like a small rudder can control a big ship 

 C. Like a small spark can destroy a big forest   
 

II.  The tongue is a small member of the body but it can make great boasts. 
 A. The tongue can be like a fire 

 B. The tongue can be a world of evil  
 C. The tongue can corrupt the whole person 

D. The tongue can set the whole course of a person’s life on fire if it has 
been set on fire by hell. 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
  3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the 
whole animal. 4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go… Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but 
it makes great boasts… - James’ point is clear.  Small things (like the tongue) can 

have the power to make a big impact.  Like the bit in a horse’s mouth, like the 
rudder of a ship, and like a spark can ignite a whole forest, so can a small 

tongue (compared to other parts of the body) do big damage. 



 
6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the 

whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. - The 

tongue (our speech) can be like a fire that burns everything up in its path.  It 

can be used for evil.  Often it is used to destroy people and ruin lives.  

Proverbs 18:21 says, “The tongue has the power of life and death…”  The old children’s 

rhyme, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never hurt me” 

is not true.  Names (words) do hurt us.  Words can wound deeply, burn up a 
friendship, can ignite bitterness in another’s soul, and can destroy another’s 

reputation.  Words can convince another of the absence of love and hope.  

Words can rob another of self confidence and even worse, a sense of self 
worth. 

 
When a person’s speech is not disciplined, the things he/she says can 

backfire.  To speak out loud what the mind thinks can sometimes give 
credence to the wrong thoughts and make those thoughts a part of our belief 

system.  And when we entertain the wrong thoughts and speak the wrong 
thoughts, it won’t be long before we are acting out on those thoughts.  When 

this becomes a lifestyle, we corrupt our whole person. 
 

 The entire direction of our lives is affected.  The words we say, the 
thoughts we think, the priorities we prioritize, the friends we attract, our view 

of ourselves and the view we have of others all formulate out of this corrupt 
heart.  It all begins when we allow our speech to be based upon and to 

promote sin (hell). 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Our words are powerful.  We can use them for good or for evil…to 

encourage or to discourage…to build up or to tear down.  My tongue is much 
smaller than my fists.  If I use my fists, I can hurt someone’s body.  But if I 

misuse my tongue, I can hurt someone’s soul. 
 

Because of the power (influence) God has given human speech, did you know 
that He will judge us on how we use it?  In Matthew 12:36-37 Jesus says, “But I 
tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they 
have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned.”   
 
James has reminded us how powerful our words are.  This must motivate us to 

use that power in a way that pleases our Lord.  We must use this power to 
demonstrate real love by using words to build up and help others become all 

that God intends for them to be. 
 

Remember James’ words in chapter 1:19-20 when he said to us, “Everyone should 
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to get angry.  For man’s anger does not bring about 
the righteous life that God desires”?   In chapter 3, he explains to us the “why” from 

chapter 1.  Words spoken in anger are like a fire.  They destroy. 



Pray over these verses today.  Ask God to show you if you are misusing your 

tongue.  Examine all your relationships and determine if you are a builder or 
one who tears down.  If you find that you are the one who often tears down, 

as we will see tomorrow, with God’s help, you can control your tongue and be 
transformed into a builder. 

 
         Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have 
been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 

deadly poison.  9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in God's likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and 
cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt water flow 

from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine  
bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. (James 3:7-12) 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s outline our passage like we yesterday…by concept and not straight 
text. 

 
I. Man (by his intellect and personal influence) can tame all kinds of animals. 

 A. But man cannot tame his tongue using the same resources  
 

II. Man uses the same tongue to praise God and to curse men, who are 

created in God’s likeness. 
 A. This should not happen.  (Why?  It is cause and affect.) 

  1. Fresh and salt water do not flow from the same spring 
  2. Fig trees do not produce olives 

  3. Grapevines do not produce figs 
  4. A salt spring does not produce fresh water 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 Yesterday, James taught us about the power of the tongue (our speech).  

Today, he is teaching us about the solution for a misused tongue.   
 

7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have 
been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. – Man is capable of much.  With the intellect given him by God and the 

persuasiveness of man’s nature, mankind can even bend the will of animals to 

obey his own.  He can control them to the point that they will often ignore their 
own basic instincts to follow their master’s commands. 

 
 However, even if man uses the same wisdom and methods on himself, 

he cannot totally master his heart; out of which he speaks to others.  The 
heart of man is not so easily controlled.  Man is much more complex than 

animals.  Man is given a deeper sense of thought, emotion, and will and is 
provided a larger field of choices than animals and mere instinct allows.  It 

takes something much more powerful than human intellect to master the heart 
and control the tongue. 



 
 9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have 
been made in God's likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, 
this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12My 
brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce 
fresh water. - The same person praising God and tearing men down… “this should 
not be.”  It is not God’s will for this to happen.  It is not God’s design for 

mankind to use his tongue to praise Him and in the next moment destroy what 
He loves.  Why is this not God’s will?  Why can’t we just accept this in our lives 

as normal?  James answers these questions for us. 
 

 The reason this is not God’s will and we can’t accept this behavior as 
normal has to do with the nature of God and the fact that mankind is created 

to reflect His nature (Genesis 1:26-28).  Take the fig tree for example.  It is a 
fig tree by nature and because of that it cannot produce olives.  What about 

the grapevine?  It is a grapevine by nature and because of that fact, it cannot 

bear figs.  How about the salt spring?  The source of a salt spring is salt and 
water.  This same source cannot also produce fresh water.  The two sources 

are diabolically opposed to one another.   
 

So is the man born of God, who has received the word of Truth and who 
has received the very Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God and the carnal nature 

are enemies (Galatians 5:16-17).  A person can not draw life and direction 
from both at the same time.  One can not bear the fruit of both at the same 

time.   
 

When we encounter the living Christ and have His redemptive work 
applied to our lives, we are changed on the inside.  His Spirit bears witness to 

our spirit that we are born of God (Romans 8:16).  He becomes our Father.  
We take on His name.  We also take on His nature.  Peter (2 Peter 1:4) says 

that by walking in the provision of Christ through God’s wonderful promises, 
“you may be partakers of the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.”   

 
Mere human intellect is not strong enough to tame the heart which 

controls the tongue.  But the eternal power of Christ can forgive us and clean 
us so thoroughly that our hearts can be purified from sin and its control (Acts 

15:8-9).  Consequently, the way we talk to others can be “Spirit controlled” 
and take on a holy and redeeming quality.  

 
 

WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  Our passage today forces us to ask the question, “What nature are we 
living out of?”  From whom do we draw our spiritual breath?  Which DNA are 

we drawing life from, ours or God’s?  Which source are we receiving life and 
direction from? 

 



Paul, in Galatians 5:16 & 22-24 says that when we “live by the Spirit, we don’t fulfill 
the desires of the sinful nature.”  Instead, the Spirit produces in us His fruit such as 

“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  He 

also says that “those who belong to Christ have crucified the sinful nature with its passions 
and desires.” 
 

Who controls your speech (tongue)?  If your answer is “me”, remember we’ve 

already discovered that mankind cannot do it successfully.  The true answer to 
that question is the same answer to the question, “Who controls your heart?”  

The heart and tongue can not be controlled by human wisdom or cute tricks of 
positive thinking and discipline.   

 
How do you go from being a person who tears down with his speech to a 

person who builds up with his speech?  Answer: You have to change the one 
who sits on the throne of your heart.  You have to stop drawing life from the 

old nature and start drawing life from the Spirit of God. 
 

How do you do that?  It really is not complicated.  God keeps it simple because 
we need it simple.  Here it is - You pray.  And here are the steps of that 

prayer: 
 

• You must believe that God wants to free your heart from sin’s control and be willing 
to trust Him to do what He promises. 

 
• You must confess to Him your sin of an evil tongue and a heart controlled by the old 

nature. 
 
• You must repent of that sin…describing to God your desire to stop using your speech 

like that, to stop being controlled by the wrong source and to completely distance 
yourself from both. 

 
• You must ask and receive His forgiveness 
 
• You must ask for His cleansing work to be done in your heart.  Ask for His Spirit to 

come in His fullness and purge away the sin of self sovereignty, cleanse the nature of 
your heart and to take full control of your heart and life.  Receive this work of God 
by faith.  Don’t worry about whether or not you “feel” it.  Take God at His Word.  
Thank Him for His Word and Work.  

 
• Begin to fellowship with God constantly.  Enjoy communicating with Him all day long.  

Put His Word in your mind multiple times a day.  Go to God with every issue of your 
life.  Talk with Him about everything.  Follow His leadership in all things.  This is 
what “living by the Spirit” looks like.  

 
 

Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the 

truth. 15Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition,  

there you find disorder and every evil practice.17But the wisdom that comes  
from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive,  

full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who  
sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.  (James 3:13-18) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 As we have seen, there are many ways to outline or break down a 

passage to find out what it says.  So far in this study, we’ve outlined passages 
by using the text only and we’ve outlined them by using the content of the 

passage only.  A third way I enjoy in trying to get at what the text says is to 
categorize themes and then list out the parts of the passage that go with each 

theme. 
 

 Let’s take our passage today for example.  After reading it several times 

it becomes very clear that James is talking about two kinds of wisdom, one 
from heaven (17) and one from earth (15).  Let’s make two columns and list, 

from the passage, what goes under each. 
 
 

EARTHLY WISDOM (15) LEADS TO: 
  

• harboring bitter envy (14) 
• selfish ambition in your heart 

(14) 
• unspiritual (15) 
• of the devil (15) 
• disorder (16) 
• every evil practice (16) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEAVENLY WISDOM (17) LEADS TO: 
 

• good life (13) 
• deeds done in humility (13) 
• pure (17) 
• peaceable (17) 
• considerate (17) 
• submissive (17) 
• full of mercy (17) 
• good fruit (17) 
• impartial (17) 
• sincere (17) 
• raising a harvest of 

righteousness (18) 
 

 



WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it… - The word “wise” used 

here is from the word “wisdom” (sophia) and literally means an understanding 

of life.  It refers to how we see or understand how life should be lived.  Today, 
we might use phrases like our “philosophy of life” or our “approach to life” or 

our “outlook on life” to describe a similar idea. 
 

 By using the phrase “let him show it…” James is saying that whoever claims 

to have wisdom, his life will prove him a truth teller or a liar.  The source of 
your wisdom will show itself in your life.  By looking at the characteristics of 

your wisdom, people can determine whether it is from heaven or earth. 
 

 James begins to list out those characteristics that are produced by 

earthly wisdom and those that describe wisdom that comes from heaven.  
Evidently, there were folks in and around the churches that James is writing to 

that claimed to be wise and have the true understanding of life.  James is 
simply providing those believers (and us) with a test so they (we) can 

determine who is telling the truth.  
 

14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 
or deny the truth. 15Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 
of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every 
evil practice. – These descriptions need very little explanation.  They are self 

explanatory.  James says that earthly wisdom, when lived out, leads to 
“harboring bitter envy and harboring selfish ambition in the heart.”  In other words people 

who live out of earthly wisdom (everything from street smarts to psycho 

babble) tend to be self absorbed.  They may be always hurt or over sensitive 
or continually playing the victim (woe is me, look what everyone else has) or 

very self seeking.  It is ultimately all about them. 
 

James says that life lived like that is “unspiritual” and “of the devil”.  God is 

not leading them to think and act like that.  This leads to “disorder” and “every evil 
practice.”  Confusion and willful sin are products of earthly wisdom.  

 
  17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive,full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who 
sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.- The description James gives of the 

characteristics of heavenly wisdom lived out, is absolutely beautiful.  Just 
reading these words draws you in.  Something rises up inside of us that wants 

our lives to be described with these words. Notice them… “pure” suggests 

holiness, free from defilement.  ”peace-loving” signifies living in right relationships 

with others.  “Considerate” means being reasonable with the needs and feelings 

of others.  “Submissive” indicates an attitude toward God and doing His will.  “Full 
of mercy and good fruit” signify that you are reflecting God’s mercy upon those 

who are hurting and then doing something about it.  “Impartial” means you are 

not swayed by someone’s status and that you treat all people with equal value.  
“Sincere” suggests that you show no hypocrisy.  You don’t wear a mask.  What 

you are in public is what you are in private.  And, adding to the second  



characteristic he mentioned, he says that those who “sow in peace will raise a 
harvest of righteousness.”  This means that only in the atmosphere of right 

relationships with God and others will anything righteous ever grow.  When 
people are at odds with each other, righteousness cannot flourish. 

 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH IT? 
1.  We might expect that an unbeliever would only be able to utilize earthly 

wisdom.  Through our culture and its many media outlets, along with a fallen 
nature, those not in Christ don’t have much of a choice as to what philosophy 

of life they embrace.  It would certainly be “earthly” in nature. 
 

But what is sad is when we come to know Christ personally and we still get our 

outlook on life from the world instead of from God.  What a battle this will 
create in us.  Everything about God and His Spirit will lead us toward holiness 

and every thing in our old nature and our world wants to lead us toward its 
ungodly values.   

 
Paul describes this very situation in Galatians 5:17 when he says, “For the sinful 
nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 
nature.”  Thankfully Paul does not leave us there.  What an awful state of living 

that would be to have to continually live in the tension and struggle between 

the Spirit and our old nature.   
 

Paul then says in verses 24-25, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 
the Spirit.”   When something is crucified, it won’t have much influence left.  

Keeping in step with the Spirit would certainly mean keeping in stride with the 

wisdom and leadership He brings to our redeemed lives.  
 

What is the source of your wisdom…your philosophy of life - your approach to 
life - your outlook on life?  Where do your ideas about life come from?  Where 

do the values and priorities of your life come from?  Where do the ideas you 

feel deeply about come from?   
 

Do they come from your friends, your spouse, or your kids?  Do they come 
from books you read or articles you read from magazines?  Do they come from 

what you heard someone you respect talk about on Oprah…or the news?   
 

Or do the ideas and understanding out of which you live your life come from 
God and from God’s Book?  Your answer to this question will determine the 

direction and quality of your life.  Talk to God today about this.  Imagine that 
He is asking you these questions.  How will you answer Him? 

 
         Pastor Will   
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The Letter from James 

(A Quick Review of Chapter 3) 

 
I hope your day has gotten off to a great start.  Instead of beginning chapter 4 

today, I want us to do a quick review of chapter 3.  It was full of some 
wonderful truths.  Let’s lay them out in principle form and reflect on them 

again today. 
 

1.  James warns us that we should not rush in to become teachers.  Teachers 
are judged more strictly.  Paul tells us that teachers are to “prepare God’s 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up in 
unity, in faith, and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature…”  (1-2)  

 

2.  Our words are powerful.  Our tongues are much smaller than our fists.  If 
we use our fists, we can hurt someone’s body.  But if we misuse our tongue, 

we can hurt someone’s soul. We must use this “power” to demonstrate real 

love.  We do this by using words to build up and help others become all that 
God intends for them to be. (3-6) 

 
3.  Mere human intellect is not strong enough to tame the heart which controls 

the tongue.  But the eternal power of Christ can forgive us and clean us so 
thoroughly that our hearts can be purified from sin and its control (Acts 

15:8-9).  Consequently, the way we talk to others can be “Spirit controlled” 
and take on a holy and redeeming quality. (7-12) 

 
4.  James reminds us that earthly wisdom leads humanity to 4 evil 

characteristics (envy, selfish ambition, unspiritual, disorder) but God’s 
wisdom, if employed by people, will lead their lives to produce 10 holy 

characteristics (goodness, humility, purity, peace, considerate, submissive, 
mercy, impartial, sincerity, righteous).  (13-18)  

 

As I pondered these, I prayed each statement back to God.  I would 
encourage you to do the same right now.   

• I thanked Him for these truths and read each one back to Him. 
• I affirmed to Him that I believed them. 

• I committed to Him that I would implement these great Truths into 
my thinking and my faith today. 

 
My heart was blessed in that prayer.  I hope yours is too.     

 
Pastor Will 

 
 



Will Mackey 
Day 28 

 
The Letter from James 

 
1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires 
that battle within you? 2You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, 

but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, 
because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you 
 ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.   

(James 4:1-3) 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
James is continuing the theme of last chapter’s teaching.  He is taking 

some extra time to show us what the fruit of following after earthly wisdom is 

like.  Remember in the last chapter he taught us that one of the characteristics 
of earthly wisdom is that it produces in a person a “self seeking” characteristic.   

In this chapter, James begins with that self seeking desire and gives us 
insight into 6 things it will develop within us if we follow it.  We will look at the 

first 3 today (verses 1-3), the last 3 tomorrow (verses 4, 11-17) and how 
people can get free from this mindset (verses 5-10) on the third day.  Let’s 

outline today’s passage. 

 
If you are living out of earthly wisdom (the context): 

I.  Your (selfish) desires that battle within you (1b)  
 A. Cause fights and quarrels among you (1a) 

 B. Cause you to take matters into your own hands (kill, covet) (2a) 
 C. Cause you to pray wrong (2b-3) 

 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that 
battle within you? – The first thing James teaches us is quarrels and fights are 

caused by desires that battle within us.  When we look back over the 

Scriptures we see several examples that teach us the root of division is 
selfishness.  Eve disobeyed God because she wanted to eat of the tree and be 

like God (Genesis 3).  Abraham lied about his wife because he selfishly wanted 
to save his own life (Genesis 12).  Miriam and Aaron complained about Moses’ 

wife because they selfishly were jealous of Moses’ authority (Numbers 12).  
Achan caused defeat to Israel because he selfishly took some of the forbidden 

loot from the ruins of Jericho (Joshua 7).   

 
 In the NT, James and John asked for special thrones in the kingdom 

when what they really wanted was special recognition (Mark 10).  In all of 
these cases, selfish desire brought division among God’s people. 

 



 2You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you 
want. You quarrel and fight. – The second thing James is teaching us is that selfish 

desires not only cause fights and quarrels, but they also cause us to take 
matters into our own hands.  Selfish desires can rob us of all civility and 

eventually cause us to throw away all principled living.  Whether or not James 

literally means “kill” or not, I don’t know, but it most certainly means character 
assassination.  We not only quarrel and fight but we can get to a point that we 

seek to hurt others (kill) and take what is theirs (covet).  And this, of course, 
still doesn’t satisfy the selfish desire.   

 
   You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. – The 

third thing James is teaching us is these selfish desires so warp the mind that 

they even lead people to pray and ask God to support their own selfishness.   
 

When they pray, God does not answer them.  Why?  They prayed with 
wrong motives.  They sought God’s gifts only to consume them for their 

pleasure.  The true heart of prayer says, “Father, your will be done on earth as it is 
done in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)  Prayer is not a devise that we use to get our 

own will done on earth.  Its truest and highest purpose is to get God’s will 
done on the earth. 

 
 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1.  The saddest part of chapter 4 is that James is writing to people who profess 

to be believers in the church.  One moment they claimed to be saved and to 
have Christ living within.  The next moment they were fighting and quarreling 

with others who also claimed to know Christ.  As we will see tomorrow, they 
were missing the point of Christ all together. 

 
Do you find yourself constantly in the middle of conflict (quarreling and 

fighting)?  Do you find that you don’t mind resorting to carnal methods to get 
what you want…the end justifies the means?  Do you find that God is not 

answering your prayers?  If you find that one or all fit your life, James means 

this chapter to be a warning and a dose of hope. 
 

James doesn’t want us to be fooled into thinking that these selfish desires and 
unholy behaviors are Christian.  They have nothing to do with Christ and Christ 

has nothing to do with them.  Contrary to what earthly wisdom says, we can’t 
hold onto these desires and behaviors and still hold onto Christ.  Christ expects 

more and provides for more. 
 

The hope:  We don’t have to stay like this.  We don’t have to be a slave to 
these desires.  We’ll look at this more fully in a few days but why don’t you 

read ahead.  Look at 4:5-10.  Herein lays the remedy. 
 

Pastor Will       
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Day 29 

 
The Letter from James 

4You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward 
God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges 
him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping 
it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who 

 is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 
 

13Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a 
year there, carry on business and make money." 14Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. 15Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do 
this or that." 16As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17Anyone, then, 

who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins. (James 4:4, 11-17) 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Remember that we are in the middle of a section of teaching.  James is 

helping us see 6 things that are produced in our lives when we follow the 
world’s wisdom and the selfish desires it produces.  Yesterday we looked at the 

first 3.  (1) They cause fights and quarrels among people.  (2) They rob us of 
civility and principled living.  (3) They warp the mind so that we pray wrong. 

 
 Today we will look at the last 3.  We are taking some verses in chapter 4 

out of order.  Notice that I have put verses 11-17 with verse 4 because verses 
11-17 complete James’ teaching on the subject.  Let’s outline our passages. 

 

If you are living out of earthly wisdom (the context from chapter 3): 
I.  Your (selfish) desires that battle within you (1b)  

D. Will produce within you a friendship with the world and therefore 
spiritual infidelity to God (4) 

E. Will cause you to go beyond fights and quarrels and begin to judge 
and slander the reputations of others. (11-12) 

F. Will cause you to presume upon the Lord’s blessing and take it for 
granted. (13-17) 

 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
    4You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward 
God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. – The 

fourth thing James is teaching us is that selfish desires, if followed, will 

produce within us a friendship with the world and therefore spiritual infidelity 
to God.  Notice the words James chooses to use…”adulterous people”.   
 



In the OT God often used this phrase to describe the unfaithfulness of 

Israel to His love and leadership.  When they would go after other gods or 
break his commandments, God, through His prophets, would speak to the 

people using this imagery.     
 

God and His people (then and now) are related by a covenant.  Human 
marriage reflects, although in limited ways, some of the basic concepts of a 

covenant with God.  In fact, Scripture talks about the church being the bride of 
Christ (Ephesians 5:22-24).  When a man and woman are married, there is a 

pledge of love, unity, cooperation, and fidelity.  When these commitments are 
not kept, the covenant is strained at best. 

 
Between God and people, God provides (offers) the covenant and its 

perimeters.  He pledges His love, faithfulness and complete redemption 
through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus.  We pledge our faith 

(trust) in the Father and in the salvation offered through the cross and 

resurrection of Jesus.  We then confess and repent of our sin (a pledge to 
remove our selves from deliberate acts of sinful disobedience) and we pledge 

to love and serve Him as Savior and Lord. 
 

In our passage today, James is speaking to people who at one time made 
that commitment to God but had somehow developed an illegitimate 

relationship with the world’s philosophy/system and consequently had 
committed spiritual adultery against God.  Not a good thing to do! 

  
 11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges 
him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but 
sitting in judgment on it. 12There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and 
destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? - The fifth thing James is teaching 

us is that selfish desires, if followed, will cause us to go beyond fights and 
quarrels and begin to judge and slander the reputations of others.   

 
When a selfish desire doesn’t get its own way, and if fighting/quarreling 

doesn’t satisfy the want, the next step is to evaluate (judge) the other person 
as less than human and set out to destroy the other person’s character and 

believability.  Sometimes this happens only in the mind of the selfish person 
(judging), thus enabling him/her to show contempt to the person without 

feeling a spiritual obligation to love and respect them any more.  Most of the 
time, it moves from “in the mind” of the selfish person to the public arena and 

then it is called (slander). 
 

James says never to do this.  Beyond the obvious, he says that doing 
this is speaking against and judging the law of God and God himself for giving 

it.  God is the only one qualified to judge anyone.  If you judge another, you 

can only judge using yourself as the standard.  At this point, no human is 
qualified. 

 



 13Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a 
year there, carry on business and make money." 14Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
15Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 16As it is, 
you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do 
and doesn't do it, sins. - The sixth thing James is teaching us is that selfish 

desires, if followed, will cause us to presume upon the Lord’s blessings and 

take them for granted.   

 
 Once again, James is addressing people in the church who believe they 

are in good standing with God.  But instead of following wisdom from heaven 
they are following wisdom from the world.  With their selfish desires they 

decide what, when, where and how long they will do what they want with no 
thought of God’s plan for their lives.  They do not ask God or rely on His 

wisdom for their lives.  The world says to pull yourself up by your own boot 
straps and make as much money as you can.  They do this.  Earthly wisdom 

says use your own creativity and ingenuity to make your plans and then ask 
God to bless them.  They do this.  They presume the Lord will follow them and 

play second fiddle.     
 

 God, through James, says, “What is your life?”  In the whole scheme of 

things, our lives are so short and so limited in foresight.  We “boast and brag”, 
thinking that we do in fact have the wisdom and foresight to run our own lives 
successfully.  James says, “All such boasting is evil.”        
  
 James ends with a powerful line.  In essence it says, “You have been told 
the Truth about the world’s wisdom and God’s wisdom.  If you continue to 

follow earthly wisdom when you know the truth, this is sin and you will have 
no excuse before God.” 

 
 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. Friendship with the world…what is it?  This is different than being a friend to 

the world.  God certainly wants us to love people and befriend them so they 

might come to know Him through us.  The word “world”, as it is used here, 
refers to the ungodly system of thought and action dominant among those who 

reject God.  This word represents the “spirit” of our culture that refuses to 
acknowledge God’s right to be obeyed and to lead our lives.  It describes a line 

of thought and behavior that stems from a self-sovereign ideology that refuses 
to make room for God. 

 
What does “a friend” of the world look like?  It would be, by definition, a 

person who is friendly with the ideas and behaviors of a godless culture.  It 
would be someone who gives his/her mind to these godless ideas…who 

embraces them at some level.  It would be someone who gives his/her time, 
energy, and body to acting out on these godless ideas...someone who 

prioritizes his/her life according to the priorities of this so called “knowledge” 
gained without God.  



 

Ideas and behaviors about what…?  It could be about any area of our lives.   
• How about marriage?  Did you know that the divorce rate within the 

church and among people who claim a relationship with Christ is at the 
same level as those who don’t claim to follow Christ?  What does God 

command about marriage and the relationship between husband and 
wife?  What does the world say about the marriage relationship?  Which 

system of thought are they following?  Which system of thought are you 
following? 

 
• How about sex?  Did you know that the premarital sex rate among those 

who claim a relationship with Christ and who are single is the same as 
those who are single and who don’t claim to follow Christ? 

 
Did you know that it is estimated that millions of men who claim to be 

Christian are addicted to pornography through magazines, the internet, 

and adult movies?  What does the world say about sex before marriage 
or sex in addition to marriage?  What does God say about these?  Which 

system of thought are they following?  Which system of thought are you 
following? 

 
• How about money?  Did you know that it is reported that only about 3% 

of Christians in America tithe (10%) their money to the work of the 
Kingdom through the local church (the Biblical “store house”)? 

 
Did you know that according to research Christian’s live outside their 

financial means at the same ratio of non essential debt as non Christians 
do?  What does God say about financial responsibility and how we are to 

live with gratitude on what He provides for us?  What does He say about 
how important the tithe is?  What does the world say to do with our 

money?  Which system of thought are they following?  Which system of 

thought are you following? 
 

We could go on and on.  James is making a very important point here.  He 
says that those who are called Christian and who follow the world’s 

philosophy and leadership have committed spiritual adultery.  They have 
formed an illegitimate friendship with the world (its ideologies) and in so 

doing, have “become an enemy of God.”   
 
You know what is scary to me?  It is scary to me to think that there are 

those who will sit on a church pew almost every week of their adult lives 
and will participate in whatever the church does…yet in the spiritual realm 

they are considered to be enemies of God.  I think this is the group of 
people Jesus is referring to in Matthew 7:21-23. 

 
Big Question:  Whose leadership are you following…Christ’s or the world’s?  

It really does matter! 
         Pastor Will 



Will Mackey 
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The Letter from James 

5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live 
in us envies intensely?  6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture  

says:  "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." (James 4:5-6) 
 

QUICK REVIEW:  
 Remember, from the last few days we are in the middle of some straight 
forward teaching by James.  He began by contrasting wisdom from heaven and 

wisdom from the world.  He ended the first session of teaching on this topic by 

concluding that when the wisdom of the world is followed, by its nature it 
creates in us a self absorbed spirit full of selfish desires. 

 
 In the second session of teaching on this topic James showed us 6 

characteristics that would develop in our lives if we followed these selfish 
desires.  In today’s study, he begins the third session of teaching - how to be 

free from a life controlled by selfish desires.  In today’s verses, James offers 
hope by examining how God looks at those who have forsaken Him. 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 To those who find themselves enslaved to selfish desires (context) 
God’s Attitude Toward Them: 

 A. God’s desire is to have you exclusively for His own. (5) 
B. God is ready to respond to your unfaithfulness with grace if you will 

humble yourself. (6) 

 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us 
envies intensely? – How does God feel about the people who are living out the 6 

characteristics of a selfish heart?  Is there hope?  Can they change?  Are they 

doomed to these immoral and unproductive patterns?  James says no.  Why 
no?  Because God isn’t so ready to let them go.  The Spirit of God is jealous for 

them.  Even though they have sinned, God’s desire is still to have them 
exclusively for His own.   

 
 Just as true love keeps a betrayed spouse hoping and longing for the 

return of a wayward husband or wife, so God’s love desires a faithful love from 
us and isn’t so ready to abandon hope.  But there is a condition.  Love alone 

cannot repair the damage done.  Something else is needed. 
 
 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble." – God’s desire is to give us more grace.  He wishes to 

enable us to escape the guilt and punishment due us because of our sin and to 
empower us to become what He has planned for us.  But grace is not given 



without condition.  Love is unconditional.  All people are loved by God.  But not 

all people are recipients of saving grace.  Saving grace is given only to those 
who humble themselves.  God opposes those who are filled with pride 

regarding their sin.  But those who are humbled by the knowledge of their sin 
and who realize that without God they are doomed to be its slave 

forever…these people are given grace. 
 

 Notice that this grace is not given only to escape punishment.  It is also 
given to empower the person to implement the principles of freedom (7-10), 

which we will learn tomorrow.  Paul, in Romans 6:14 says, “For sin shall not be 
your master, because you are …under grace.”  It is because of grace that we can escape 

the tyranny of sin.  Grace is not given to us so that we can continue in our sin 

and get away with it.  Grace is given to us to destroy sin’s hold over us so we 

can be free to live for God. 
 

 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. How do you understand grace?  How are you trying to use the grace God 
has given you?  Do you see grace as something God gives so you can keep on 

sinning and get away with it?  I know people who think this way.  They admit 
to purposely living ungodly lives and yet believe that God continually applies 

saving grace to them.  For them grace is a mechanism that enables them to 
live like the devil and (in their minds) still make it to heaven.  Of course, in 

reality, there is no such grace.  Their definition of grace is un-Biblical and 
therefore, not in God’s dictionary.  God will not use grace in a way that is 

contrary to His nature.   
 

Grace is meant to be a powerful force in our lives that God uses to free us from 

sin’s control?  Grace enables us to realize our spiritual poverty, repent of our 
sins, receive God’s forgiveness, receive God’s Spirit and to be adopted into 

God’s family.  Grace enables redemption and the continuous transformation of 
our lives.  Big Question: Are you allowing grace to do its true work in your life? 

 
Why don’t you talk this out with God right now? 

 
         Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

 
7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change  

your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves  
before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  (James 4:7-10) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Let’s outline our passage.  Sometimes when we observe a passage and 

seek to break it down we find that the truths given are not necessarily 
arranged in a logical order.  Remember the Scriptures were written in a 

different language and translated into English.  They were also written by men 
who lived in a different part of the world and wrote through an eastern cultural 

mindset.  Flow of thought in the eastern part of the world is often different 

than in the western part of the world.  Neither is wrong or more right than the 
other.  It is just a truth that we recognize and adapt to.  Today’s passage is a 

good example of this. 
 

 For example James talks about humility in verse 6 and then again in 
verse 10.  In western thought we would keep all the verses on humility 

together and when we were finished talking about that, we would then move 
onto the next subject.  Another issue in our passage is the order in which the 

topics come.   For example look at how the topics of “humbling ourselves 
before God” and “submitting our selves to God” come in to play.  In the 

western mindset we think about humbling ourselves to God before we could 
submit ourselves to God.  Yet James talks of humbling ourselves in verse 10 

and submitting to God in verse 7.  Notice the order of the verses in the outline 
below.  

 

To those who find themselves enslaved to selfish desires (context) 
 II. The road to freedom involves: 

 A. Humble yourselves. (10) 
 B. Approach God and submit yourself to Him. (8a, 7a) 

 C. Confess and Repent (turning away from willful sin). (9, 8b, 7b) 
 D. Forsake your double loyalty (8c) 

 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 For our purpose today, we will follow the flow of thought given in the 

outline rather than in the verse sequence. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will lift you up. – This great Truth does come first.  Before we can get anywhere 

with God, we must humble ourselves.  We must acknowledge who He is and 
who we are.  As we read in verse 6 yesterday, the Scriptures say, “God opposes 



the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  In Proverbs 6:16-19, the writer describes 

six things the Lord hates.  The first one mentioned is “haughty eyes” which is 

when someone considers himself better than others or, in other words, selfish 
pride.  God does not work with the proud but works against them (opposes).  

If you want freedom from the slavery to selfish desires, the first step is to 
humble yourself before God. 

 
  8Come near to God and he will come near to you… 7Submit yourselves, then, to God… -  
The next thing James teaches is that after we have humbled ourselves, we can 

draw near to God and submit to Him.  Drawing near is the same as 
approaching Him.  We come to Him, on His terms.  Only because we have 

humbled ourselves can we do this.  The promise is that when we approach Him 
in humility, He will draw near to us too.  Wow!  The holy God will draw near to 

the sinner, if the sinner comes to Him with humility and a desire to submit.   
 

Submitting means putting ourselves under Him…under His 
authority…under His immediate control.  Even though we are already under His 

authority and control in the grand scheme of things, this is a personal act of 
submission…showing that we realize that He is holy and correct in His 

judgment of us.  Submitting shows that we respect and trust Him. 

 
  9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Wash 
your hands, you sinners… Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. – Remember, we are 

on a journey to freedom from being controlled by the world’s wisdom and the 

selfish desires it produces in us.  First step: Humble ourselves.  Second step: 
In humility, come to God and submit ourselves to Him.  Third step:  Confess 

and repent.   
 

We are to grieve, mourn and wail.  We are to feel gloom.  Jesus said in 
Matthew 5:3-4, “Blessed are the poor in spirit…and…blessed are they that mourn…”  In 

other words, blessed are those who realize their spiritual poverty and blessed 

are those who respond to that realization with mourning.   
 

The idea behind the salvation God offers us is that we stop sinning.  
Before forgiveness and cleansing are given, we must come to despise our sin 

and what it does to us.  God hates sin and so must we.  David, in Psalm 51: 17 
says, “A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 
 

 This is beyond being sorry for what we have done.  It also involves a 
taking ownership of the sin, being responsible for it and committing to not 

repeat it.  “Wash your hands, you sinners” indicates that we should be responsible for 

our sin and responsible to get it out of our lives and be done with it.  
Confession and repentance reveal a complete mindset change regarding willful 

sin.  Look at 2 Corinthians 7:9-11 for a deeper understanding of how thorough 
repentance should run through us.  

 
 …and purify your hearts, you double-minded.- When something is purified, only 

one thing is left.  For example, when gold is purified the impurities are heated 



out and only gold is left.  That is the idea behind James’ words here.  Instead 

of double minded we should be single minded…only one mindset left and that 
is a mind loyal to God.  The loyalty of our heart, mind, and soul should be 

single in focus.  We are to be only loyal to God.  Our loyalty to anyone else and 
anything else comes only when God approves that in us.  Look at Matthew 

10:37-39 to get a glimpse of how serious Christ is about single hearted loyalty. 
 

 Notice also that we are commanded to purify our hearts.  In other words, 
this is our part of the purification of our hearts.  We are to consecrate our 

hearts to Him and Him alone.  In Acts 15:8-9, Peter tells us that God purified 
their hearts by faith.  Obviously there is a part that we must do and a part that 

only God can do.   
 

In chapter 4, James is addressing our part.  We are to set apart our 
hearts to serve God only.  We are to dedicate ourselves completely to him 

without reservation.  Then God will do His part, cleansing the heart from sin by 

the power of His Holy Spirit.  James is paralleling Psalm 24:4 which says those 
may ascend into the hill of the Lord and stand in His holy place who have “clean 
hands and a pure heart.”   
 

 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. What a powerful line of truth!  James teaches how to approach God and 
what attitudes of the heart God desires.  He shows us how to cooperate with 

God’s plan of full redemption for our lives.  
 

Where are you at with all of this?  Did you determine you were following more 
of the world’s wisdom than of God’s a few studies back?  Have you noticed the 

fruits of that in your life?  Do you feel enslaved to a pattern of thinking and 
reaction that you can’t seem to break? 

 
That is why James wrote this.  He did this to show us how we can break free 

and replace the old patterns with new ones…with Godly ones.  If this is where 
you are at, why don’t you follow James’ leading?   

 

Walk through the spiritual doors of  
1. humbling yourself before God,  

2. approaching God in humility and submitting yourself to Him, 
3. confessing to Him and showing remorse and stopping the sin,   

4. consecrating yourself completely to Him, asking Him for His 
cleansing touch. 

 
I am praying for you today.   

 
Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

(A Quick Review of Chapter 4) 

 
Instead of beginning chapter 5 today, let’s spend time bringing the principles 

we learned in chapter 4 in front of our hearts and minds again today.  We are 
not in a hurry.  Sometimes, the Lord will deepen our understanding of certain 

truths when we give our minds/hearts to them a second time.  I encourage 
you to ponder these again and discuss these principles with the Lord.   

 
1.  When we follow after selfish desires, these desires cause us to seek God’s 

gifts only to consume them for our pleasure.  The true heart of prayer says, 
“Father, your will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)  Prayer is 

not a devise that we use to get our own will done on earth.  Its truest and 

highest purpose is to get God’s will done on the earth. (1-3) 
 

2.  Those who are called Christian and who follow the world’s philosophy and 
leadership are committing spiritual adultery.  They have formed an 

illegitimate friendship with the world, through its ideologies, and in so 
doing, have “become an enemy of God.”  What ideology do we follow in matters 

such as marriage, sexual expression, and money…God’s Truth or our 

culture’s beliefs?  (4) 
 

3.  Selfish desires lead us to decide what, when, where and how long we will 
do what we want with no thought of God’s plan for our lives.  Earthly 

wisdom says that we should use our own creativity and ingenuity to make 
our plans and then ask God to bless them.  We presume the Lord will follow 

our lead and play second fiddle.  We are wrong.  (13-17) 
 

4.  Because of grace we can escape the tyranny of sin.  Grace is not given to 
us so that we can continue in our sin and get away with it.  Grace is given 

to us to destroy sin’s hold over us so we can be free to live for God.  (5-6) 

 
5.  The pathway to God’s freedom includes:  (7-10)  

• humbling ourselves before God,  
• submitting ourselves to Him,  

• confessing the sin to Him,  
• showing a heart of remorse and a decision to stop doing the sin, 

• consecrating ourselves completely to Him,  
• asking Him for His cleansing touch.   

 
Again, as I pondered these, I prayed each statement back to God.  I would 

encourage you to do the same right now.   
• I thanked Him for these truths and read each one back to Him. 

• I affirmed to Him that I believed them. 



• I committed to Him that I would implement these great Truths into my 

thinking and my faith today. 
 

My heart was blessed in that prayer.  I hope yours is too.     
 

Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon 
you. 2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3Your gold and silver 
are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 
have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen 
who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5You have lived on earth in luxury and self-

indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.[a] 6You have  
condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. (James 5:1-6) 

 
WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 In the first 12 verses of chapter 5 James is addressing injustices in the 

culture of his day.  There was a big chasm between the rich and the poor.  
Often the rich got rich and stayed rich by stepping on the poor (we talked 

about this in chapter 2).  James’ words are to both, the rich who are doing the 
oppressing and to the poor who were being oppressed.  We’ll look at his 

warning to the oppressors in verses 1-6 today.   
 

I. Warning to the Oppressors  
 A. Confess and repent because judgment is coming your way (1) 

B. Your wealth is useless and will work against you. (2-4a) 

 C. The Lord Almighty is gathering evidence to indict you (4b-6) 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?h 
    1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon 
you. – Notice the carefully chosen words James uses here… “Weep” and “wail”.  We 

understand the word weep but the word for wail has a very descriptive 
meaning.  It’s the word (ololuzein) which means to shriek with frantic terror.  

Wow!  Kind of gives you the chills just thinking about it, doesn’t it? 
 

 James is calling for the rich oppressor to realize what he is doing and to 
realize what is ahead for him if he doesn’t repent.  He is saying that if the 

oppressor really understood the misery that is in his future, he would weep and 
wail over his sin and repent of it to God. 

 
 2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3Your gold and silver are 
corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded 
wealth in the last days. 4Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields 
are crying out against you. – In that day, there were three main industries by which 

men got rich; agriculture – corn and wheat, textile – clothing and fabrics, and 
banking – exchange of gold and silver.  James hits all of them. “Your wealth has 
rotted” speaking of the corn and the grain, “moths have eaten your clothes”, speaking of 

the textile industry, and “your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 



against you and eat your flesh like fire”, speaking of the banking exchange.  Any 

industry, no matter how necessary the industry, if it exploits people to gain 
wealth, it is wrong. 

 
 All that money and these men would not share….would not invest it back 

into the community (“hoarded”) to help others meet the basic needs of life.  They 

would not even pay the workers what they said they would pay.  Instead they 
created a system by which the poor were forced into debt and then would have 

to work to pay off that debt without receiving any real pay to be used for other 
expenses (“failed to pay”).  The average person could not get ahead nor could he 

afford to buy other things that were really needed.  James is saying that in the 

grand scheme of things the wealth of the rich was useless and it had turned 
them into evil, greedy people. 

 
The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5You have lived 

on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.[a] 
6You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. – The cries of 

the people, because of the injustice, have reached the ears of the Lord 
Almighty.  He sees that the rich have lived in self indulgence and have 

destroyed other men in order to keep this lifestyle going.  It is as if James is 
saying that God is gathering the evidence.  He knows the details of their 

lives…even what they have done in secret and hidden from the general public.  
He knows the intent of their hearts and they are in trouble because of it. 

 
 

WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. Did you notice that these 6 verses tell us a lot about God?  They tell us that 

he cares for the oppressed.  His anger burns against those who exploit other 

people for personal gain.  It tells us that He sees everything that happens on 
the earth.  There is nothing hidden from Him. 

 
2. These verses also tell us that God cares “how” we make our money.  They 

say that it is wrong to use our authority or prestige to be dishonest and cheat 
people out of what is rightfully theirs.  We are to deal with everyone with the 

same integrity.  That means that I treat the person who works for me the 
same as I treat my boss.  No favoritism.  Both receive respect and honesty.   

 
3. They also tell us that we should pay attention to how others around us are 

doing.  We have no right to live in luxury when our brother or sister is in need.  
Sometimes we need to get our eyes off of our own stuff and look around.  We 

might have to ask questions in order to understand what the need of our fellow 
believer really is.   

 

4. God gives wealth to some so they can help others.  If you have been 
entrusted with more money than you need then God has given it to you to use 

to help others.  We are not owners of wealth, we are stewards of it. 
 



5.  How do you look at your money?  How do you see God’s provision?  In your 

mind, does He provide so you can live in luxury?...so you can live in happiness 
and not have to worry?...so you can have anything your heart desires?  What 

about others?  Does He care for them?  Do you know someone who does not 
have the basic needs of life met?...who struggles to pay the most basic of bills?  

Have you talked to them?...asked questions?   
 

Know any single moms?  How about any retired folks who may be living on a 
fixed income?  Well, you say, “They obviously made some choices that got 

them in the spot they are in.”  Maybe it had nothing to do with their choices!  
You might be tempted to think, “They didn’t plan ahead well enough” or “they 

weren’t as smart with their money as I was.”  Maybe it had nothing to do with 
the effectiveness of their plans!   

 
In the final analysis, do those things really matter?  Do we only help people 

when they have done everything right?...when they have made all the right 

decisions?  I’m sure glad Jesus didn’t take that attitude with me…or with you. 
 

Look around.  I wonder if you could be the answer to someone else’s prayer! 
 

Pastor Will  
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The Letter from James 

7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 

8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. 9Don't grumble 
against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the  
door!  10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the  
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we consider blessed 

 those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have  
seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion  
and mercy.  12Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by  

earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no,  
or you will be condemned. (James 5:7-12) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 Remember when we left James yesterday, he had been addressing some 

injustices of his day.  Evidently, there was a big chasm between the rich and 
the poor.  Often the rich got rich and stayed rich by stepping on the poor.  

James’ words are to both, the rich who are doing the oppressing and to the 
poor who were being oppressed.  Yesterday we looked at his warning to the 

oppressors contained in verses 1-6.  Today, we’ll look at his words to those 
being oppressed in verse 7-12.   

 
II. Encouragement to those being oppressed.  

A. Be patient with your circumstances (7) 

1. Keep focused on His coming (7) 
2. Stand firm (8) 

3. Don’t grumble against each other because you can be judged even 
during persecution (9) 

4. Remember the farmer and the prophets (7b, 10-11) 
5. Don’t make irresponsible vows to others out of desperation. (12) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 7Be patient, then, brothers, – The word for “patient” means to be “long 

tempered” as opposed to “short tempered”.  It means to not surrender to 

circumstances or despair.  It means to stand up successfully under a trial and 
not just tolerate it until it’s over.  So to those being oppressed by a social 

system that was designed to keep them down, James tells them to be 
patient…to not let this system cause despair…to not crumble under the 

circumstances.   
 

How could they do this?  What could they do to build this patience within 
them and to express this patience in their lives.  James gives them 5 things to 

do that will help. 



 

 …until the Lord's coming. – The first thing they are to do is to keep their 

minds on the fact that Jesus is returning.  When he returns, things will not 

remain as they are.  Injustices will end.  Evil will cease to affect us.  Wrongs 
will be made right.  Wrongs will be punished and faithfulness will be rewarded.  

What a glorious day that will be.  Thinking of this truth can motivate us to do 
the right thing…to respond to injustices the right way.  Knowing that injustices 

will not last forever helps us stand up a little taller under the strain of them. 
 

8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.-  The second 

way in which we can show patience is to stand firm.  In other words, we need 

to pay attention to our faith and how our faith is lived out.  To stand firm 
means to do just that...to stand firm in our faith in Christ…in our trust in 

Him…in our ability to believe even when circumstances seem to indicate the 
opposite of what we believe.  We must stand firm in the everyday choices that 

we make.  Those choices must glorify God each and every day.  The one who 
stands firm refuses to live a circumstantially controlled life.    

 
   9Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is 
standing at the door! – The third way in which we can show patience is in guarding 

our relationships.  As we grow and mature through trials we should grow and 

mature in our love for each other.  When we face times of trouble, we must 
stick together and not allow division to come between us.  Part of the enemy’s 

plan in oppressing the believer is to use circumstances to not only destroy his 
relationship with God but to also discourage his relationships with his fellow 

believers. 

 
 James warns the readers at this point, even in times of trial God is 

watching and has high expectations upon their actions.  We don’t get a pass 
just because the circumstances are tough.  He is still the judge.  

 
 See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for 
the autumn and spring rains. Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who 
have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally 
brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.- The fourth way in which we 

can develop and show patience in times of trouble is to remind ourselves of 
examples of patience.  James says first of all remember the lesson of the 

farmer.  He plants in the spring, hopes for the rains and waits for the harvest.  
For the most part the process is out of his hands.  He must trust.  He must 

wait.  He has to show patience in order to receive the fruit of his labors.   
 

The oppressive circumstances these people faced were for the most part 
out of their hands.  They had to trust God’s word.  They had to wait until God 

changed the circumstances.  They had to stay patient and faithful to the end in 
order to receive the fruit of their labors. 

 



 The second example James gives is that of the prophets…namely Job.  

Job was terribly afflicted with great losses.  He lost his children, his health, his 
ability to make money and his reputation in the community.  During this time 

he wrestled with what truth was, why this would happen to him, and why God 
allowed it to happen to him.   

 
Yet in all of this he did not turn his back on God.  He did not abandon his 

faith.  He endured and he was blessed by God for it.  In the end, the Scripture 
says, “the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning.” (Job 42:12)  

When tempted to turn around or sit down in times of trouble we should 

remember those who have gone before us…those who have stood the 
test…those who have safely made it to the other side.  Remembering them will 

spur us on to do the same. 
 

12Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. 
Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned. – The fifth way in 

which we can show godly patience during hardship is we should not make 
irresponsible vows to others out of desperation.  The term “swear” doesn’t 

mean to use a curse word.  It refers to swearing an oath.  This may seem a bit 
odd to us.  It was very common in James’ day.  Notice that he says, “Above all, 
my brothers, do not swear…”  It is as if this last one mentioned is of prime 

importance. 

 
What James is getting at is this: true Christian character requires few 

words.  When a person is in trouble it is tempting for him to make big promises 
to try and make his lot a little easier.  It was a trap for the believer to think 

that to make it he needed to become a fast talking con man.  God says no.  
Don’t do this.  God wants the person who is undergoing tough circumstances 

to trust in Him and not in his own ability to get himself out of a jam by making 
inflated promises.  A simple yes or no is satisfactory.  If you are a person of 

impeccable character, people will trust you based upon God’s character living 
through you and not on your ability to make a good speech. 

 
 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH THIS? 
1. Our passage today tells us a few things.  It tells us, first of all, believers will 

face oppressive times.  God does not always remove our painful experiences. 

Notice that James did not say, “If you pray harder the oppressive 
circumstances will go away.”  Sometimes God leaves us in them for a while.   

 
Second, it tells us that God will go through the tough times with us.  God, 

through James, spent time teaching us how to go through the tough 
circumstances…how to act…what to do.  God will be there with us in Presence 

as well as in Truth.  We are not ever alone.   
 

Third, it tells us that God has high expectations for us as we go through the 
tough times.  He expects us to live holy lives, even during the hard times. 

 



We may not face the same level of hard times James’ original readers were 

facing.  However, we do face a wide variety of difficult circumstances.  The 
question for us is: Do we have the right heart and mindset as we walk through 

the tough times? 
 

Are you in one of those tough times now?  Are you spending all your time and 
prayer energy trying to convince God to get you out of it?  Our passage today 

indicates that God just might leave you there for a while.  You ask, “Why am I 
here?”  I don’t know!  But if you are there, God knows you are there and He 

knows why you are there.  Stop struggling.  Stop panicking.  Stop being mad 
at Him for allowing you to be there.  You really have to get past that part of it.  

It won’t make anything better.  I know it feels kind of good at first but it won’t 
last. 

 
God is in control.  He promises to be with you in the tough times.  He promises 

to resource you.  Lean on Him and His words of wisdom.  Concentrate on 

obeying Him not on getting this over fast.  Follow His principles and obey His 
truths.  Just do what He says.  God expects it.  He is evaluating you…testing 

you.  He is not all-emotional right now like you are.  He leads us with a calm, 
calculated love.  He has you there for a reason and he isn’t letting you out of 

this until you grow…until you begin to mature.  The only way to grow is to 
obey. 

 
God never does anything for nothing.  He wants us to live in a spiritual place 

where we learn to trust Him completely...where we trust His intentions for 
us…where we trust His hands as they lead us.  He wants you to believe at the 

deepest level of your being that your Lord does everything for the good of 
those who love Him…those called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).   

 
He wants you to not only believe it but to be OK with it.   

 

 
Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of 
praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over 
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith 

will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will  
be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each  

other so that you may be healed. (James 5:13-16a) 
 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 James has now moved into some directives for the church in general.  

Let’s outline our passage using just the Scripture. 
 

I. Is anyone in trouble? (13) 
• He should pray. (13) 

 
II. Is anyone happy? (13) 

• Let him sing songs of praise (singing prayer). 

 
III. Is anyone sick? (14) 

• He should call the elders to pray and anoint him in the name of the Lord 
(14) 

• The prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise him up (15) 

• If he has sinned, he will be forgiven (15) 
• Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for each other so 

that you may be healed. (16) 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 In these verses James gives us a beautiful glimpse of how the church 
should function.  He is saying that the church should always be at prayer.  God 

wants us to pray.  13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. – The word “trouble” 

means distressed or afflicted.  This is describing someone who is emotionally 
hurting.  They are beaten up by troublesome circumstances.  So he is first of 

all saying that we should pray when we are emotionally hurting.  We are to go 
to Him first.  We are to bring our hurts, disappointments, and sorrows to Him.  

Sometimes when we are emotionally hurting we tend to withdraw from God 
and His people.  James says that when we are in trouble, we should pray. 

 

   Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. – Aren’t you glad that we don’t 

go through troubles all the time?  God gives us breaks from the tough times 

and brings us to the top of the mountain.  With that thought, the second thing 
James says to us is that we should pray when we are not hurting.  This is 



probably the one we most neglect.  When we are doing fine, sometimes we fail 

to pray, especially pray to him in song (singing).  God evidently loves for us to 
sing to Him.  When we are doing fine we forget who is responsible for it.  We 

might be tempted to think that we made it happen.  James reminds us that we 
should be talking to God in the good times and the bad. 
 

14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise him up. -  The third thing James says to us is that we 

should pray when we are physically hurting.  The word “sick” used here literally 

means without strength, fatigued, or unable to function.  Notice also that 

James didn’t tell the people to call in a faith healer.  He told them to call in the 
leaders of the local body of believers.  When someone is sick, it should be a 

concern to the church. 
 

The elders are to anoint with oil (oil symbolizes the Holy Spirit) and pray 
over the person.  James says that the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 

person well because the Lord will raise him up.  Upon a closer examination of 
the passage we find that it doesn’t say that every prayer offered in faith will 

make the sick person well.  When we look closely at the Scriptures, Christian 
history, and our own experience we won’t misinterpret this verse to say that 

every prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well. 
 

There are a lot of views out there on the topic of healing.  Let me lay out 
a few.  There are those who seem to think that the name of Jesus is a magical 

phrase.  They believe they only have to mention it and all sickness goes away.  

There are those within the Christian family who believe that it is always God’s 
will to heal.  All they have to do is to name it (what they want done) and claim 

it (that is has been done) and it will be done. 
 

There are also those on the other end of the spectrum.  They believe that 
divine healing was linked to a certain dispensation of long ago and that this 

kind of healing no longer exists today.  Consequently, they don’t seek it or ask 
God for it.   

 
Then there is what I call the best attitude toward healing.  This view lets 

the entire Bible speak to the subject.  It examines every case of healing 
mentioned in the Bible.  When you do this you find that healing is always 

within God’s power but not always within God’s purpose.  Mature faith simply 
asks God, believing His power can, trusting in His wisdom and resting in His 

compassion.  It does not seek to control God’s will but to trust it…to cooperate 

with it…to see it accomplished in every life (Matthew 6:10). 
 
If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed. – Before moving on to take a deeper 

look at the topic of prayer, James mentions one particular cause of physical 
sickness…namely the sickness that is caused by sin.  So as a fourth thing, 



James tells us to pray when we are spiritually hurting.  Let’s do a quick look at 

some different ways the Bible talks about how God uses physical sickness. 
 

In 2 Corinthians 12: 7-9, Paul says, “To keep me from becoming conceited 
because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from 
me.  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest in me.”  Notice that Paul was sick and this kept him from becoming 

conceited and so that God’s power could be made perfect in his life.  Human 
weakness causes a greater dependency upon God’s grace and power.  In other 

word, his sickness was used for spiritual growth and effectiveness. 
 

How about John 9:1-3: “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His 
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’  
‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the work of God 
might be displayed in his life…’”  Jesus says that this man was physically sick to 

reveal God’s work (love, grace, etc.) to the unsaved. 
 

How about 2 Kings 13:14: “Now Elisha was suffering from the illness from which he 
died…”  The physical sickness in Elisha’s life was used to move him from this life 

to the next (eternal life). 
 

One more.  Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 11:28-30.  “A man ought to examine 
himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks 
without recognizing the body of the Lord, eats and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why 
many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.”  Wow!  Paul is 

saying that some were physically sick because they had sinned.  They were 
being judged and disciplined by the Lord.   

 
It appears it is to this kind of situation that James is teaching now.  If 

this was found to be the case, James says that confession needs to be made 
and then forgiveness can be given and then healing would be possible.  

Perhaps this is why the elders of the church were involved.   
 

 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH THIS? 
1.  This passage tells us a few things.  First of all, it tells us that disobedience 
can lead to sickness.  Certainly not every time we are sick does it mean that it 

is because of sin.  However, it is important for us to know that God uses 
physical sickness as discipline (Hebrews 12:5-12) and as an instrument for 

correction. 

 
2. Another thing this passage teaches us is that sin affects the whole church.  

We are not an island.  When we do wrong, we have to confess it to the people 
the sin affects.  We are the body of Christ…a family of believers and what we 

do in private effects how we function in the body and therefore, how the body 
functions in society. 



 

3. A third thing this passage teaches is that there is healing, both physically 
and spiritually, when sin is dealt with.  Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covers his 
sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will find mercy.” 
 

As with all Scripture, when we study it we must allow it to inspect our own 
lives.  As we’ve read these many Scriptures and talked through their meaning, 

has God put His finger on anything?  If He has, may I encourage you talk with 
Him right away about it.  Let nothing distract you.  His Spirit will guide you into 

all truth (John 16:13). 

 
Pastor Will          
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The Letter from James 

 
16The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a man 
just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on 

the land for three and a half years. 18Again he prayed, and the heavens  
gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. (James 5:16a-18) 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 This paragraph of verses is meant to be an encouragement for the 
readers to do what verse 13-16a say.  He wants his readers to have confidence 

that God does hear them and will respond to their prayers. He also wants them 
to understand a couple of key principles regarding prayer.  Let’s outline the 

passage. 
 

I. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. (16b) 
 A. An example of this idea is found in Elijah’s life. (17) 

1. Elijah was a man just like us. (17) 
2. He prayed earnestly that it would no rain and it didn’t for 3 ½ 

years. (17) 
3. He prayed again, and the heavens gave rain and the earth 

produced its crop. (18) 
 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
16The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. – What a word of 

encouragement to those who love God!  The prayers of a righteous person 
make a difference.  The word “righteous” literally means someone who is living a 

right and holy life.  In other words, someone who loves Christ, obeys Him, and 

who lives a dedicated life to Him would fulfill the meaning of this word.  It is a 
word that implies the practical aspects of a holy life.  It does not imply a 

flawless person but someone who with all his heart loves the Lord.  The 
powerful and effective prayers are prayed by those whose talk and walk match. 

 
So as to not be confused by this statement, James gives an OT 

example…the prophet Elijah.  James refers to the story in 1 Kings, chapters 17 

and 18.  17Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 
not rain on the land for three and a half years. – Let me give you a quick look at the 

background to this story.  King Ahab and his Queen Jezebel had led Israel 

away from the Lord and into the worship of a god named Baal.  God was going 
to discipline the nation by holding back the rain that they needed.  God led 

Elijah to pray this prayer so that He would discipline the nation.  So for 3 ½ 
years it did not rain.  Crops didn’t grow and the quality of people’s lives went 

down.  God got their attention.  God wanted the people to see that Baal was 



powerless and that He was all powerful and the only one worthy of their 

worship. 
 

After his showdown with the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel and after the 
people forsook their confidence in Baal, Elijah went to the top of Mt. Carmel 

and prayed again 18Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its 
crops.- The Lord caused it to begin to rain because Elijah had prayed in line with 

His will. 

 
 There are a few observations I want to quickly make.  Notice first of all 

that God uses ordinary people to do extra ordinary things through prayer.  

James says that “Elijah was a man just like us”…an ordinary guy in God’s eyes who 

loved Him and lived for Him.  Because he was a righteous person, God used 
him to pray and to accomplish His will on the earth.  Powerful and effective 

prayers are not reserved for those in spiritual leadership or high visibility 
positions.  These characteristics of prayer are for those who love God and live 

that way. 
 

 Secondly, notice how God used a person to ask for His will to be done.  It 

doesn’t appear that it was going to happen if Elijah would not have prayed.  
God wanted the people involved to see that He was working through His 

prophet.  When you read 1 Kings, you get a better sense of the partnership 
God invites Elijah to.  God moves in certain areas of human life in response to 

His people who pray His will.  
 

 Third, notice how Elijah’s prayers were in cooperation with what God was 
already up to in Israel.  Elijah understood that prayer was not a vehicle he 

used in order to get his own will done but it was a vehicle he used to get God’s 
will done on the earth.  Therefore Elijah’s motive was not selfish but for the 

glory of God.    
     

 
WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. What James is saying is that similar power and effectiveness in prayer is 

available to people today.  Imagine this concept for a moment. 
 

Look at your life.  Notice the people who come and go in your life.  Think about 
your spouse…your kids… family…. fellow church members… friends… 

coworkers… neighbors…  According to what you see in the Bible, what do you 
think God wants to do in their lives?  What changes does He want to bring?  

What healing does He want to bring?  What freedom does He want to give? 
 

What if God wanted to use you to minister in prayer for the people in your life?  
What if He wanted to have you so in-tuned with Him that your prayers would 

reflect His heart and mind for the lives of the people you are focused on?  I 
have good news for you…He does want this. 

 



Do you live in the level of commitment to Him so He can use you this way?  Do 

your walk and your talk match up?  If not, why not?  Isn’t it time to get serious 
about your walk with God?  What are you going to do about it?  Confess, 

repent, and recommit yourself to Him.  Begin to obey.   
 

The best thing about this is it is so simple.  If you love God and live that way… 
then pray.  Talk to Him about those you love and care about.  Listen to His 

Spirit in prayer and study.  He will guide you in what to pray for in their lives.  
Use prayer as a means to see God’s will accomplished in their lives.  Let that 

be your motivation to pray.  The promise is that your prayers will be powerful 
and effective.   

 
You are in for quite an adventure!!! 

 
Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 
bring him back, 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his 

way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.(James 5:19-20) 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 
 A simple outline of the passage would look like this:  

I. If one of you should wander from the truth and someone bring him back 

 A. He has turned a sinner from the error of his way 
 B. He has saved him from death 

 C. He has covered over a multitude of sins. 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him 
back- In his epistle James has condemned laziness in faith and practice.  He 

has been rough on un-Christ-like traits and attitudes.  Yet in these last two 

verses, James shows his motive for it all.  He has said all he did, not to judge 
and condemn but to reclaim.  In his last words he calls for the utmost concern 

for those who have strayed away from the faith. 
 

 For James it is heartbreaking to think of a believer going back into a life 
of sin and forsaking the Lord.  It is also unthinkable to him that if this should 

happen, another believer would not seek to bring the one who had backslidden 
back to his faith.  We speak much about evangelizing the lost…those who have 

never met the Lord.  However, James believes there is also a ministry to the 

ones who have “wandered away from the truth.”   
 

 The verb to “wander” signifies a slow walking away from something.  The 

picture James paints here is of someone who, slowly over time, leaves off 
practicing the truth and moves away from its claims and demands upon his 

life.  To the one who does this, it might be so gradual that they hardly noticed.  
Our heart must always be to “bring him back.”  
 
 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from 
death and cover over a multitude of sins. - James tells us that three things happen 

when we are able to help a backslider turn around.  (1) We turn him from the 

error of his way (180 degrees).  (2) We save him from spiritual/eternal death 
(the wages of sin is death).  (3) We cover over a multitude of sins (not only 

those already committed but also those that would have been committed). 
 

 



WHAT DO WE DO WITH IT? 
1. Did you ever think that helping someone who used to know the Lord to 
come back to the Lord was a ministry?  You may not have because in our 

western religious culture we don’t see a person who has stopped obeying God 
as someone who has broken his/her covenant with God and backslidden.  Many 

in today’s religious climate do not acknowledge that someone could once know 
the Lord and some time later not know Him at all. 

 
James is clear for us at this point.  The one who has wandered from the truth: 

his way is in error, he is heading for spiritual/eternal death, and he keeps 
heaping up for himself a multitude of sins (implying those sins are not being 

dealt with by Christ’s blood).  Hebrews 10:26-27 also teaches this truth. 
 

What is your attitude toward someone who walks away from the Lord or 
chooses to follow things that are contrary to God’s laws?  Do you feel superior 

or angry?  Or do you feel saddened and heartbroken?  What are your actions 

toward someone in this situation?  Do you ignore him and stay away?  Or do 
you attempt to draw close and care for them? 

 
If you have some time, you might want to do a read through Luke 15 to see 

how God would want you to answer the above questions. 
 

If we wanted to minister in this way, what are some things we would do?  Well, 
first of all we would need to pray.  Only God can do the real work on the inside 

of people.  Secondly, we must truly love them unconditionally.  Third, at the 
appropriate time, we will need to tell them the truth.  They will have to re-

establish a relationship with the truth again before they can change their ways.  
If they repent and turn again to Christ…Fourth, we will need to walk with them 

in the faith for a while to help them grow strong so they can remain steady. 
 

Do you know anyone to whom you could minister in this way?  Talk to the 

Father about this and I bet He will bring someone to your mind. 
 

         Pastor Will 
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The Letter from James 

(A Quick Review of Chapter 5) 

 
This was our last chapter.  As is our habit, let’s take today to review the 

principles the Lord taught us in chapter 5 of James. 
 

1.  God cares for the oppressed.  His anger burns against those who exploit 
other people for personal gain.  He sees everything that happens on the 

earth.  There is nothing hidden from Him. (1-6) 
 

2.  God cares “how” we make our money.  He says it is wrong to use our 
authority or prestige to be dishonest and cheat people out of what is 

rightfully theirs.  We are to deal with everyone with the same integrity.  
That means that I am treat the person who works for me the same as I 

treat my boss.  No favoritism.  Both receive respect and honesty.  (1-6)   
 

3. God says that we should pay attention to how others around us are doing.  

We have no right to live in luxury when our brother or sister is in need.  
(1-6) 

 
4.  God gives wealth to some so they can help others.  If you have been 

entrusted with more money than you need then God has given it to you to 
use to help others.  We are not owners of wealth, we are stewards of it.  

(1-6) 
 

5.  Believers will face oppressive times.  God does not always remove our 
painful experiences. Notice that James did not say, “If you pray harder the 

oppressive circumstances will go away.”  Sometimes God leaves us in 
them for a while.  (7-12) 

 
6.  God will go through the tough times with us.  God will be there with us in 

Presence as well as in Truth.  We are never alone.  (7-12) 

 
7.  God has high expectations for us as we go through the tough times.  He 

expects us to live holy lives, even during the hard times.  (7-12) 
 

8.  Disobedience can lead to sickness.  Certainly not every time we are sick 
does it mean that it is because of sin.  However, it is important for us to 

know that God uses physical sickness as discipline (Hebrews 12:5-12) and 
as an instrument for correction.  (13-16) 

 
9.  A person’s sin affects the whole church.  We are not an island.  When we 

do wrong, we need to confess it to the people the sin affects.  We are the 
body of Christ…a family of believers and what we do in private effects how 



we function in the body and therefore, how the body functions in society.  

(13-16) 
 

10. There is healing, both physically and spiritually, when sin is dealt with.  
Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses 
and forsakes them will find mercy.”  (13-16) 

 
11. God uses ordinary people to do extra ordinary things through prayer.  

Powerful and effective prayers are not reserved for those in spiritual 
leadership or high visibility positions.  These characteristics of prayer are 

for those who love God and live that way. (16-18) 
 

12. God uses His people (those who live in righteousness) to ask for His will 
and then He empowers His will to be done on the earth.  (16-18) 

 
13.  The one who has wandered from the truth…his way is in error, he is 

heading for spiritual/eternal death, and he keeps heaping up for himself a 
multitude of sins (implying those sins are not being dealt with by Christ’s 

blood).  Hebrews 10:26-27 also teaches this truth.  God loves them and 

wants them back.  God’s people must develop ministry to reach these 
people and help them come back to God.  (19-20)  

 

   
We are finished:  Well this wraps up our study of James.  What a great time 
I’ve  had studying with you.  I learned so much.  Thank you for being on this 
journey with me.   
 
I encourage you to stay in your daily devotional habit.   Why not choose 
another book of the Bible and simply do with it what we have done with 
James?   
 
Use the same three questions and see what God will do with it.  May our Lord 
bless your efforts and continue His desire in establishing you as a great Bible 
student. 
 

Pastor Will       


